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In the Bodlean Library, Oxford, is preserved a 

rare pamphlet entitled “The copy of a letter 

from Ailesbury directed at Colonell 

Hampden, Colonell Goodwin and read to 

both houses of Parliament, May 12, 1642. 

“Relating how his Majestey has sent 1200-

1400 forces in to those parts, who fired a 

countrey towne called Swanborne in seven 

places, murdered (in) diverse (places), and 

amongst the rest one woman etc.”  The letter 

is dated 6th May, 1642, Ailesbury and is signed 

by John Wittewrong and Theo. Tyyrell.  

Another part states “How they fired 

Swanborne, and forced the Townsmen in to 

the Church and what pillage they have taken, 

and makes reference to the Insolency and 

cruelty of the Cavaliers, and their pillaging 

and plundering. 

 

 


