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What is a Census? 

Definition from the Office of National Statistics: 
 
• Every ten years since 1801 the nation has set aside one day for the census - a 

count of all people and households. It is the most complete source of information 
about the population that we have. The latest census was held on Sunday 27 
March 2011. 

• Every effort is made to include everyone, and that is why the census is so 
important. It is the only survey which provides a detailed picture of the entire 
population, and is unique because it covers everyone at the same time and asks 
the same core questions everywhere. This makes it easy to compare different parts 
of the country. 

• The information the census provides allows central and local government, health 
authorities and many other organisations to target their resources more effectively 
and to plan housing, education, health and transport services for years to come. 

• In England and Wales, the census is planned and carried out by the Office for 
National Statistics. Elsewhere in the UK, responsibility lies with the National 
Records of Scotland and the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency.  

 



John Marius Wilson – Imperial Gazetteer of 
England and Wales 1870-1872 

SWANBOURNE is described as:  
 a parish, with a village, in Winslow district, Bucks; near 

the Oxford and Bletchley railway, 2 miles E by S of 
Winslow. It has a station on the railway, and a post-
office under Winslow. Acres, 2,510. Real property, 
£5,034. Pop., 603. Houses, 139. The property is 
subdivided. The manor, with S. House, belongs to Sir T. 
F. Fremantle, Bart. The living is a vicarage in the 
diocese of Oxford. Value, £158.* Patron, Sir T. F. 
Fremantle, Bart. The church is ancient. There are a 
Baptist chapel, a national school with £15 a year from 
endowment, a straw-plaiting school, and charities £28. 



Records of individual names were made from 1841 onwards.  
The Enumerator walks past the farms and in to the village, asking 

the inhabitants questions door to door and recording their 
answers. 





The 1851 Census gives us more 
information than 1841  



What does the 1911 Census tell us? 

The most detail is on the 1911 return. For each individual 
you can find out: 

• Name 
• Relationship to head of family 
• Age last birthday 
• Address (can be a little vague) 
• Marital status, and number of years married 
• Number of children and whether alive or dead 
• Occupation 
• Place of birth 
• Number of rooms in house 

 
 



Hart House - details 1911 



Pitkin Family - details 1911 



Population of Swanbourne 

• 1801  529 
• 1811  499 
• 1821  616 
• 1831  668 
• 1841  679 
• 1851  646 
• 1861  603 
• 1871  558 
• 1881  474 
• 1891  429 
• 1901  405 
• 1911  427 
• 2011  429 
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Analysis of Census information 

Things to note: 

• Occupational terms are subject to 
interpretation, but mean either source of 
income or social status 

• Ages in school – usually between 4 and 15 

• Who doesn’t work? 

• Adult ages over the age of 15 usually rounded 
down to the nearest 5 on the 1841 Census 

 





Other Occupations 
 

SEE EXCEL FILE 



Victorian Straw Plaiters 
 

Luton was the centre for straw plaiting in Victorian times 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=straw+platters&hl=en&biw=1373&bih=857&tbm=isch&tbnid=8ASrkUkf5fb2fM:&imgrefurl=http://www.janeausten.co.uk/the-straw-hat-maker/&docid=b4ABh1XiqYiTbM&imgurl=http://www.janeausten.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/graphics/strawplatter.jpg&w=300&h=452&ei=aX2GULWYDu_N0AWMr4DADw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=830&vpy=22&dur=63&hovh=276&hovw=183&tx=77&ty=151&sig=118017228721647342227&page=1&tbnh=139&tbnw=85&start=0&ndsp=33&ved=1t:429,r:4,s:0,i:78
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=straw+plaiters+bedfordshire&hl=en&biw=1373&bih=857&tbm=isch&tbnid=lCz86q8YQW-HsM:&imgrefurl=http://www.turveybeds.com/strawplait.html&docid=Sx9S_AwtREFQjM&imgurl=http://www.turveybeds.com/BedfordshireStrawPlaiters.jpg&w=500&h=411&ei=DX-GUN2BGYrE0QWB4IGIBQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=177&vpy=143&dur=19&hovh=203&hovw=248&tx=164&ty=129&sig=118017228721647342227&page=1&tbnh=135&tbnw=165&start=0&ndsp=33&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0,i:66
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=straw+plaiters+bedfordshire&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1373&bih=857&tbm=isch&tbnid=dm7L0ILPLbsTyM:&imgrefurl=http://www.mylookbackintime.com/Family_Stories/Entries/2009/1/1_Entry_1_2.html&docid=-d3WWg8BgE6hyM&imgurl=http://www.mylookbackintime.com/Family_Stories/Entries/2009/1/1_Entry_1_2_files/Picture 4-filtered.jpg&w=221&h=265&ei=X4CGUP-pEKfV0QXy_IGYBQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=499&vpy=530&dur=3729&hovh=212&hovw=176&tx=94&ty=126&sig=118017228721647342227&page=1&tbnh=142&tbnw=110&start=0&ndsp=33&ved=1t:429,r:8,s:20,i:157
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=straw+plaiters+hats+girls&um=1&hl=en&biw=1373&bih=857&tbm=isch&tbnid=2s6G8nThMQoY1M:&imgrefurl=http://www.blackcountrybugle.co.uk/News/Its-cold-enough-for-a-Straw-Boater.htm&docid=j6q5UG788jarMM&imgurl=http://www.blackcountrybugle.co.uk/imagelibrary/Client Images/Client00004/ResizeCache/00092000/00092775 - 230x366.jpg&w=230&h=366&ei=yIKGUIz3HKGS0QWH1IDoCw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=439&vpy=344&dur=2177&hovh=283&hovw=178&tx=105&ty=177&sig=118017228721647342227&page=1&tbnh=151&tbnw=92&start=0&ndsp=35&ved=1t:429,r:16,s:0,i:114
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=straw+plaiters+bedfordshire&start=107&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1373&bih=857&tbm=isch&tbnid=YZB9P8_mPHXuPM:&imgrefurl=http://www.ask.com/wiki/Straw_Plaiting&docid=DzLcYuKcHlwukM&imgurl=http://rpmedia.ask.com/ts?u=/wikipedia/commons/thumb/c/cb/%D0%A3%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%97%D0%BD%D1%81%D1%8C%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9_%D0%B1%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BB%D1%8C.JPG/180px-%D0%A3%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%97%D0%BD%D1%81%D1%8C%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9_%D0%B1%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BB%D1%8C.JPG&w=180&h=135&ei=TIGGUMLDJrCW0QXrwIGQBA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=535&vpy=39&dur=2787&hovh=108&hovw=144&tx=125&ty=66&sig=118017228721647342227&page=4&tbnh=108&tbnw=139&ndsp=36&ved=1t:429,r:38,s:100,i:118
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=straw+plaiters+bedfordshire&start=143&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1373&bih=857&tbm=isch&tbnid=u1rT9hPFe4cB7M:&imgrefurl=http://www.historicalkits.co.uk/Luton_Town/Luton_Town.htm&docid=8uw1f3HCnXEqIM&imgurl=http://www.historicalkits.co.uk/Luton_Town/crests/crest-1935.gif&w=120&h=145&ei=TIGGUMLDJrCW0QXrwIGQBA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=1170&vpy=239&dur=10522&hovh=116&hovw=96&tx=114&ty=70&sig=118017228721647342227&page=5&tbnh=116&tbnw=96&ndsp=42&ved=1t:429,r:49,s:100,i:151
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=straw+plaiters+hats+girls&um=1&hl=en&biw=1373&bih=857&tbm=isch&tbnid=BnuSWslcjSLRXM:&imgrefurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luton_Town_F.C.&docid=tLy0srenVdzjdM&imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/thumb/8/8b/LutonTownFC2009.png/200px-LutonTownFC2009.png&w=200&h=199&ei=yIKGUIz3HKGS0QWH1IDoCw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=1073&vpy=400&dur=165&hovh=159&hovw=160&tx=85&ty=112&sig=118017228721647342227&page=3&tbnh=129&tbnw=130&start=80&ndsp=39&ved=1t:429,r:72,s:20,i:345


Straw hats today are mostly made in…..China! 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=attractive+straw+bonnets&start=696&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1373&bih=857&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=F9otYLImmXsQ5M:&imgrefurl=http://fashiontipper.blogspot.com/2012_02_01_archive.html&docid=7pr30qADsP8ItM&imgurl=http://www.hatsca.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/we.jpg&w=290&h=370&ei=eYWGUMfOEbPI0AXLrIHYCA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=785&vpy=395&dur=868&hovh=254&hovw=199&tx=123&ty=154&sig=118017228721647342227&page=18&tbnh=142&tbnw=113&ndsp=41&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:700,i:4
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=attractive+straw+bonnets&start=942&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1373&bih=857&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=MFJhiF6mRopI9M:&imgrefurl=http://www.thefedoralounge.com/showthread.php?32103-German-amp-Austrian-Hutmachers/page78&docid=aQF9BO37slNKrM&imgurl=http://farm5.static.flickr.com/4151/5078284043_5fbaa5da84.jpg&w=500&h=333&ei=hIWGULKLH-an0AW0nYHoAw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=787&vpy=232&dur=1791&hovh=183&hovw=275&tx=169&ty=129&sig=118017228721647342227&page=24&tbnh=136&tbnw=211&ndsp=39&ved=1t:429,r:45,s:900,i:139
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=attractive+sexy+straw+bonnets&start=122&hl=en&biw=1373&bih=857&tbm=isch&tbnid=QPKpFlji9ZtFnM:&imgrefurl=http://medicalbaral.blogspot.com/2011/05/cute-straw-hats-for-kids.html&docid=bkVuU_Re5MoRgM&imgurl=http://images.chickadvisor.com/article/5429/original/ac5abbc6ee07071deb2010a399c71020.jpg&w=580&h=700&ei=3YaGUJvMNsis0QXvzoHYBA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=953&vpy=40&dur=2479&hovh=247&hovw=204&tx=124&ty=144&sig=118017228721647342227&page=4&tbnh=151&tbnw=125&ndsp=45&ved=1t:429,r:49,s:100,i:151
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=attractive+straw+bonnets&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1373&bih=857&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=6Jkt0wFV6-ku9M:&imgrefurl=http://www.ehow.com/list_6542016_harvest-hat-decorating-ideas.html&docid=weDHl4mYVM7aIM&imgurl=http://img.ehowcdn.com/article-new/ehow/images/a06/7k/m0/harvest-hat-decorating-ideas-1.1-800x800.jpg&w=424&h=283&ei=JYSGUKyTJufC0QWZuYHQBA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=730&vpy=357&dur=5597&hovh=183&hovw=275&tx=126&ty=101&sig=118017228721647342227&page=1&tbnh=128&tbnw=214&start=0&ndsp=32&ved=1t:429,r:9,s:20,i:160
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=attractive+straw+bonnets&start=860&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1373&bih=857&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=M5ZzPEykaUtkRM:&imgrefurl=http://www.squidoo.com/sunhats-for-women&docid=ijxVyo_T2ZKItM&imgurl=http://i2.squidoocdn.com/resize/squidoo_images/590/draft_lens10402931module94406201photo_1347494573-a-a.jpg&w=342&h=342&ei=gIWGUJvbC6KM0AW88IGQBA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=561&vpy=201&dur=3499&hovh=224&hovw=224&tx=120&ty=124&sig=118017228721647342227&page=22&tbnh=137&tbnw=137&ndsp=40&ved=1t:429,r:62,s:800,i:190








What next? 

• You can view the transcript of all of the 
Swanbourne Censuses on our new Website 

• You can use this information as a useful tool to 
develop your personal family history 



The End 


