
Swanbourne – information on the men who served in WW1 with a 
connection to Swanbourne, but are NOT on the Swanbourne War Memorial 

 
NOTE: if names are not on this list it doesn’t necessarily mean they didn’t serve, just that details 

cannot be found, or there is not enough information to enable them to be identified with certainty. 
 

Name ALDERMAN Arthur Lennard/Leonard (brother to Frederick William) 

Birth 12th Nov 1888, Swanbourne, baptised 23rd Dec 1888, Swanbourne 

Parents Mark William Alderman (1857-1931) and Mary Ann nee Jackman (1860-
1922). 

1891 Census info Lived, age 2, at Neville Cottage, Brimpton, Newbury, Berkshire with his 
mother and siblings: Mabel 11; Walter 10; Bertha 8, Margaretta 5, Frederick 
3 and Mildred three months. Admitted to Raywood Street School, 
Wandsworth on 10th Jun 1897, age 6, address 20 Alfred Street, Battersea. 

1901 Census info Lived, age 12, at 20, Alfred Street, Battersea, Surrey with his parents and 
siblings: Margaretta 15, Frederick 13, Mildred 10, Elsie 7, and twins Florence 
and Alice 3. 

1911 Census info 2nd Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment. Private, Prospect Barracks, Bermuda. 
Age 22. Census as born Mursley? 

1921 Electoral Register Probably Wandsworth 

1930 Electoral Register Listed with wife and her family at 2, Edward’s Cottages, Thomsett Road, 
Wandsworth. 

1939 Register Lived at 34, Anderson House, Wandsworth, Arthur is a Station Mail Porter 
for the GPO. He lives with Amy (wife, dob 21 Feb 1891, unpaid domestic 
duties); child redacted; Ethel M (daughter, 12th Jul 1922, laundress); George 
E (son, born 8th Aug 1924, errand boy); Elsie B (daughter, b 12th Oct 1927, at 
school); Sydney M (son born 18th Dec 1933, at school) and child redacted. 

Marriage 3rd Dec 1916, Wandsworth to Amy Rosina Dutnall (1891-1982). Soldier, and 
address given as 86, Mallison Road, Wandsworth. 

Service Private 8831, 1st Bedfordshire Regiment, then Private 51598 1st Lincolnshire 
Regiment. Admitted to 18th General Hospital on 10th July 1915.  
Prisoner of War: captured 16th April 1918. Kemmel, previous camp 
Wedfront. Wounded Unverwundet. Next of kin: Amy Alderman (wife) of 2, 
Edwards Cottages (her parents address, see 1930). 

Death Q1 1959 Wandsworth 

Other Information Alfred and Amy had nine children: Arthur Herbert L 1918-1982; Doris May 
1920-2004, Ethel M 1922-1952; George Edward 1924-1989; Harry W 1926-
1927; Elsie Beatrice 1927-2000; Reginald 1929-2008; Kenneth 1931-2002 
and Sidney Mark 1933-2005. 

 
 

Name ALDERMAN Frederick William (brother to Arthur Lennard/Leonard) 

Birth 1st Aug 1887, Swanbourne, baptised 28th Aug 1887, Swanbourne 

Parents Mark William Alderman (1857-1931) and Mary Ann nee Jackman (1860-
1922). 

1891 Census info Lived, age 3, at Neville Cottage, Brimpton, Newbury, Berkshire with his 
mother and siblings: Mabel 11; Walter 10; Bertha 8, Margaretta 5, Arthur 2 
and Mildred three months.  

1901 Census info Lived, age 13, at 20, Alfred Street, Battersea, Surrey with his parents and 
siblings: Margaretta 15, Arthur 12, Mildred 10, Elsie 7, and twins Florence 
and Alice 3. 

1911 Census info Lived at 24, Hanbury Road, Battersea, head, age 24, coachman, with his wife 
Edith, 26 (married 5 years, 3 children, 3 living), children Edith 4, William 1 
and Albert 5 months. Also at the address are Mildred Alderman, visitor, 



born Swanbourne, 20, waitress and Daisy Lawrence, niece, 15, servant. 

1921 Electoral Register Frederick and Edith are registered at 86, Mellison Road, Tooting 

1939 Register Lived at 91, Cambourne Road, Morden, Surrey. Frederick is a Public Service 
Driver and lives with Edith M Alderman (wife, dob 5th Aug 1885, unpaid 
domestic duties). 

Marriage 25th Nov 1915, Battersea to Edith Maud King (1885-1950). Coachman, 
address given as 87, Wycliffe Road. 

Service 1st Army Service Corps, Private 6210, army reserves, 25 years 6 months, 
motor driver, married. Signed London 21st Feb 1913. 
Re-engaged 24th Feb 1914, Private 1261, ASC, wife Edith 13, Daphne Street, 
Wandsworth. Distinctive marks: linear scar above left eyebrow, irregular 
scar back of right shoulder. Employed as motor driver at Mortlake Garage 
for London General Omnibus Corporation. 

Death Q2 1965 Wandsworth 

Other Information Frederick and Edith had five children: Edith Victoria 29th May 1907-1998; 
William Frederick Arthur 9th Oct 1909-1934, Albert F 1910-1911; Cyril F 20th 
Jul 1912-1997 and Stella M 1917-2010. 

 
 

Name ALLEN Frank Hedley 

Birth 2nd Oct 1895, Buckingham 

Parents John Henry Allen (1866-1922) and Selina nee Walker (1868-1935) 

1901 Census info Age 6, son, Buckingham 

1911 Census info Age 16, son, Buckingham, grocers apprentice 

1921 Electoral Register n/k, NOT Swanbourne 

1939 Register The Stores, Church Street, Swanbourne. Frank is general manager of the Co-
operative Stores and ARP Warden. He is living at the shop with his wife 
Ethel, unpaid domestic duties 

Marriage Q4 1921, Winslow to Ethel Maud Verney, she was born 19th Dec 1896 and 
lived with her parents in Winslow in 1901 and 1911. 

Service Gunner 59530, Royal Garrison Artillery (129 Sge Bty) 

Death 24th Jan 1984, 12 Smithfield End, Swanbourne, buried Chilterns 
Crematorium 

Other Information Probate: not exceeding £40,000 

 
 

Name ALLEY Charles Dennis 

Birth 17th Jul 1897, Bucknell, Oxon 

Parents Frederick John Alley (1871-1900) and Adelaide Ambrozine nee Turvey (1872-
1924) 

1901 Census info Lived, age 3, at Cottage 44, Bucknell, Oxon with his widowed mother and 
siblings John (5) and Angelina Mary (eight months) 

1911 Census info Has moved to Mursley where he is age 13, schoolboy, living with his 
widowed mother and siblings John (15) and Mary (10) 

1921 Electoral Register Mursley 

1939 Register Now living at 8, Tower Cottages, Winslow Road, Mursley as a builders 
labourer, with his wife Hilda (b 18th Jul 1897, unpaid domestic duties) and 
three members of the Harvey family. 

Marriage Q4, 1921 Swanbourne to Hilda Ann Sheffield (born in Swanbourne and lived 
there with her family in 1901, 1911 and 1921). 

Service Royal Army Ordinance Corps, Private 030520  

Death 5th Mar 1982, of The Orchard, Stewkley 

Other Information Probate £43,134. Hilda had died in 1980. 



Name ANSTEE William John 

Birth 25th Jul 1887 Swanbourne. Baptised 25th Sep 1887. 

Parents William Charles Anstee (1862-1914) and Sarah nee Cooper (1866-1919) 

1891 Census info Nearton End, Swanbourne, son 3, lived with parents and sister Alice Maud 1. 

1901 Census info Hillingdon, Soulbury, son 13, lived with parents, sister Alice M 11 and 
brothers Harry Edward 9 and Arthur George 7. 

1911 Census info Mursley, son 23, farmers son working on farm, lived with parents and 
siblings, Alice 21, Arthur 17 joiners assistant and a boarder. 

1921 Electoral Register Mursley (parents died 1914 and 1919) 

1939 Register 1 Brickhill Road, Heath and Reach, Leighton Buzzard, Beds.  William is a 
gardener and heavy worker. He lives with his wife Mercia, unpaid domestic 
duties, a child REDACTED (Thora J born Q4 1930) and a son Kenneth 
Frederick, born 8th Apr 1932. There are three other persons, two of whom 
are redacted. 

Marriage Q3 1930, Winslow to Mercia Lilian North (19th Jun 1904-1969 Mercia M2 
Armitage) 

Service Sapper 268296 Royal Engineers. Territorial Army – joined 5th Mar 1909, 
Aylesbury, age 21 years 7 months, to serve in Royal Bucks Hussars, next of 
kin father, Mursley. Discharged 28th Aug 1914, served 5 years 177 days. 

Death 27th Dec 1947, Royal Bucks Hospital, Aylesbury. Probate 1953, of Mursley 
(six years later?) to widow Mercia Lilian Armitage £210. 

Other Information  

 
 

Name AVERY Alfred 

Birth 24th Dec 1882, Hornsey, Middlesex 

Parents William Avery (1831-c1896) and Emma nee xxxxxxxx (1841-19xx) 

1891 Census info Alfred, 8, son, is living at 3, Howard Road, Hornsey, Middlesex with his 
parents and siblings; Emma (28, partially blind), George 15, Ethel M 15, and 
Violet 6. 

1901 Census info Alfred’s father has died and he is now living at 22, Kimberley Gardens, 
Tottenham. The household comprises: Emma, head, widow and Emma, 
daughter, 36, dressmaker (part blind), Alfred, son, 18, telegraph clerk and 
Violet, daughter 16, milliner. (They are on Ancestry as Aving corrected to 
Avery). 

1911 Census info By 1911 Alfred is living at 33, Warwick Gardens, Haringay. He is head, 28, 
married, telegrapher for the Post Office, living with Mary Emmie, wife, 26 
and Winifred, daughter, 5. 

1921 Electoral Register London. 

1939 Register His family are living at 5, Ridge Avenue, Edmonton. Alfred is head, born 24th 
Dec 1882, Post Office Telegraphist, with Mary E, wife, born 6th Oct 1884, 
incapacitated, Gwendolyn V, daughter, born 29th Nov 1916, Post Office 
Engineers Clerical Assistant and Emma V, sister, born 16th Nov 1862, 
incapacitated, semi-blind. 

Marriage 8th Apr 1905, Swanbourne to Mary Emma (Eunice/Emmie) Sheffield (1884-
1954). Alfred is 22, telegraphist, address 21, Chesterfield Gardens, Haringay. 

Service Enlisted 10th Dec 1915, Corps of Royal Engineers (Signal Battalion). Private, 
then Sapper 151927. Wife Mary Emmie Sheffield, daughters Winifred born 
8th Nov 1906 and Gwendolyn Violet born 29th Nov 1916. Age 32 years 11½ 
months, trade telegraphist, address 33, Warwick Gardens, Haringay. 
Certificate awarded for telegraphy from Signal School, Fenny Stratford. 
Theatre of War, France from 19th Dec 1916. Qualified Office telegraphist, 
Skilled. Demobbed 2nd Oct 1919 to home address 33, Warwick Gardens, 
Haringay. 



Death 3rd Jun 1957, Hammersmith Hospital. Probate: Alfred, of 5, Berkeley 
Gardens, Winchmore Hill, Middlesex to Winifred Evelyn Pearce (his elder 
daughter) £3,683 11s 7d. 

Other Information Winifred died 2006, age 100 and Gwendolyn died 2008 age 91. 

 
 

Name BAMSEY George 

Birth 3rd Apr 1885 Woodbury, Devon 

Parents Alfred Bamsey (1861-19xx) and Elizabeth nee Newton (1862-19xx) 

1891 Census info George, 5 is living at Knowle Hill Cottages, Littleham, Honiton, Devon with 
his parents and sister Annie 2 and brother John ten months. Also resident is 
his uncle, William Newton, 24, farm labourer 

1901 Census info George, 14 is a general labourer in a bakehouse and is living at Town Wood, 
Widecombe in the Moor, Ashburton, Newton Abbot, Devon with his parents 
and siblings: Mary 13, Annie 12, John 11, Thomas 9, William 8, Ethel 6, 
Louisa 3 and Edward 1. 

1911 Census info George is living at Kitley House, Kitley Estate, Brixton, Plymouth, Devon as 
the assistant groom. 

1921 Electoral Register Probably Devon 

1939 Register Holcombe Cottages, Swanbourne. George is a County Council Roadman, 
Eveline L (wife, dob 4th Aug 1890, unpaid domestic duties), child REDACTED, 
believed to be Phillip Henry born 1920 and Frederick John (son, dob 19th Apr 
1926, at school). Not sure why Phillip is redacted as he was killed in WW2, in 
1943. 

Marriage June 1920 in Totnes, Devon to Eveline Irene Maunder (1890-1974) 

Service Enlisted 30th Jun 1916 (called up) age 30 years 2 months. Born Woodbury, 
Devon, groom, medical states weak abdominal walls, slight curvature, 
overlapping toes. Private 32806, Hussars, 3rd Reserve Cavalry Regiment. He 
was discharged from service as permanently unfit on 11th Feb 1919, with 
chronic bronchitis and emphysema (15 months) after 2 years and seven 
months service, none foreign. Home address Coronation Cottage, 
Spitchwick, Ashburton, Devon. 

Death Q2 1955, North Buckinghamshire 

Other Information Children: Philip Henry (1920-1943 killed 12th Sep WW2 and on Swanbourne 
War Memorial) and Frederick John (1926-1991 banns Swanbourne 1950). 
Phillip is buried in a Commonwealth War Grave, 5.B.10 in Chungkai War 
Cemetery, Thailand.  

 
 

Name BIDDLECOMBE Fredrick/Frederic/Frederick 

Birth 5th Sep 1889, Padbury, Bucks 

Parents Alfred Biddlecombe (1836-1911) and Emily Rosina nee Edmonds (1857-
1935) 

1891 Census info Fredrick, age 1, is living with his parents at The New Inn, Padbury. His 
siblings are: Eleanor 12, Alfred 10, Rosina 8, Frances 5 and Frank 3. 

1901 Census info Fredrick, 11, is still living at The New Inn with his family. Alfred and Rosina 
have left home, and he has two more younger sisters. Siblings are Eleanor 
22, Frances 15, Frank 13, Christine 9 and Elizabeth 7. 

1911 Census info Fredrick and Frank are listed travelling on the Victorian, leaving Liverpool 
and arriving in Montreal, Quebec, Canada on 14th July 1907. Fredrick is 18 
and a farm labourer destined for Cranbrook, British Columbia. The 1911 
Canadian Census lists him lodging at Victoria Avenue, Kootenay, British 
Columbia. He is single, 23 and a locomotive fireman. 

1921 Electoral Register The newly married couple and their baby son John are probably living in 



Padbury. 

1939 Register Listed as living at Spring Vale, Bridle Way, Toddington, Beds. He is an ex-
farmer and dob is given as 5th Sep 1888. His wife Alice (unpaid domestic 
duties), son Stanley (born 14th May 1922, apprentice engineer) and two 
redacted children also live there. 

Marriage 1st Mar 1920, Swanbourne to Alice Vera Holdom (she died Dunstable 1972). 

Service Attestation records show Fredrick signed up for the Canadian Overseas 
Expeditionary Force, 50th Battalion, on 22nd June 1915 in Calgary. His 
regimental number is 435410 and he is a Locomotive Engineer. 

Death Fredrick died on 5th Jan 1975, registered in Toddington. He was living at 16, 
Old End, Padbury at the time of his death. Effects £1,932 

Other Information Fredrick and Alice had four sons; John Frederic born 1920; Stanley born 
1922; Robert born 1925 and Henry born 1933, all born in Padbury. 

 
 

Name BLOWFIELD Ashley Victor 

Birth 22nd Dec 1893, Whitchurch 

Parents Joseph Blowfield (1856-1903) and Elizabeth nee Langham (1859-1947) 

1901 Census info Whitchurch with parents and siblings: Florence (22), Edward T (16), Lilian C 
(14), Elsie E (11), Gladys L (9), Albert G (9), Ashley V (7), Joseph W (4) and 
Arthur S (2). 

1911 Census info Census as Ashleig Blowfield, son, age 16, Post Boy for Post Office, living with 
widowed mother Elizabeth and siblings in High Street, Whitchurch. Elizabeth 
(head, butcher, 52, had 12 children, all living. At the same address were: 
Florence (daughter, 32), Joseph (son, 14), Arthur (son, 12), Gwendoline 
(daughter, 10) and Cecil (grandson, 10). 

1921 Electoral Register Whitchurch, Buckinghamshire 

1939 Register High Street, Whitchurch, Ashley V, son, single, 46, butcher and farmer with 
mother Elizabeth (head, widow, 80, unpaid domestic duties) and his sister 
Florence E (60, single, unpaid domestic duties). 

Marriage Q4 1963, Swanbourne to Mary Florence Dancer (1912-1992) Born 
Swanbourne and lived at Holcombe Farm 1921 and 1939 with her family. 

Service Private 25550 OBLI (Ancestry and medal card as Ashby Blowfield) 

Death 14th Nov 1967 of 29, High Street, Whitchurch. Effects £15,811 

Other Information His widow Mary went on to marry Horace W Riddle in 1975. 

 
 

Name BOUGHTON William George (known as George) 

Birth 30th Jul 1884, Mursley 

Parents Not clear, his grandparents were John and Sarah Boughton of Swanbourne 

1891 Census info George is 6, a scholar and grandson to John and Sarah Boughton in Church 
Street, Swanbourne. Another grandson, Nimrod (killed WW1) also lives here 
– it is not known if they are brothers or cousins? 

1901 Census info George is 16 and a page, living at 38, Brompton Gardens, Kensington, 
London. He lives in a household made up of six boarders, one visitor and five 
servants. 

1910 US Census info George left Le Havre, France on the La Lorraine and arrived in New York on 
21st Aug 1909, he then settled in California on 3rd Sep 1909. His address on 
the US Census 1910 is Township 2, San Mateo, California. The household is 
made up of four members of the De Sabla family, and he is listed first of 
nine servants. He is the butler, age 25, single and immigrated in 1909. 

1920 US Census George 35, head, fruit farm is living in Yuba, Sutter, California with his wife 
Mina, 33, housewife, born Scotland and his daughter Mollie, 2, born 
California. 



1940 US Census George (as William Boughton), 55 and Wilhelmina, 52, are living at Elmer 
Road, off Butte House Road, Yuba City, Sutter. He is a caretaker for a private 
house. 

Marriage George married Wilhelmina S Hill. Marriage cannot be found, but is 
probably around 1916 in California 

Service On 12th Sep 1918 the US WW1 draft registration card details: address Terra 
Buena, Sutter, Caligornia; age 34; date of birth 30th Jul 1884; born England; 
occupation grocery clerk; nearest relative wife, Wilhelmina S Boughton. 

Death William George Boughton died on 30th Jan 1966 in Sutter. Interestingly 
George’s death record states his mother’s maiden name is Brooks – which is 
another familiar Swanbourne name. His date of birth is correct. 

Other Information His daughter Molly/Mollie was born 3rd Jul 1917 in California, USA 

 
 

Name BREMNER William Hamilton 

Birth 14th Sep 1894, Alnwick, Northumberland 

Parents Donald and Mary R  

1901 Census info Age 6, 15, Victoria Park, Dover, Kent grandson. Lives with widowed 
grandmother, two unmarried aunts, parents, brother (Francis D H age 8) 
and five servants. 

1911 Census info Age 16, living as a Naval Cadet at the Royal Naval College in Dartmouth, 
Devon. 

1921 Electoral Register Not known 

1939 Register Visitor to the Fremantle family at The Old House, Swanbourne. Recorded as 
married, Commander RN Admiralty (NID). 

Marriage First marriage on 4th August 1923 Brompton to Lorna Buddle Atkinson 
(1904-1967). Second marriage on 16th Jun 1945 Westminster to Charlotte 
Ann (Cherry) Jarvis (1906-1983). 

Service Royal Navy, enrolled 15th May 1907 
30th Nov 1916 to 6th Dec 1916 Queen Alexandra’s Military Hospital 
28th Aug 1918: to receive the Distinguished Service Cross (DSC) 
8th Mar 1920: to be Companions of the Distinguished Service Order (DSO) 
for ‘distinguished services in command of H M Coastal Motor boat 79A in 
the attack on Kronstadt Harbour (Romania) on 18th August 1919’. 
WW2 served in Australia between 1939 and 1948 

Death 13th Nov 1970 at The Old Manse, Fochabers, Elgin, Fife, Scotland. 
Commander, DSO, DSC.  

Other Information Freemason from 19th May 1919 
1923 Lieutenant RN of 20, Hampstead Lane, Highgate 
Travel from Bermuda arrived Southampton 13th May 1925 on Araguaya, 
William H and Lorna B. 
Child of first marriage James (Jimmy) Charles Buddle Bremner (1925-1949) 
Travel from Southampton 29th Aug 1930 of Old Kennels, Stapleford, Sussex 
bound for New Zealand on the Rangitata, William H age 35, RN; Lorna B age 
26 and James C B age 4. 
Child of second marriage Robin Alistair Bremner (1946-1967).  

 
 

Name BROWNELL Charles Frederick 

Birth 11th Nov 1882, Sheffield, Yorkshire 

Parents Probably the illegitimate son of Julia Brownell (1860-19xx) as per baptism, 
Julia Brownell is his mother. 

1891 Census info The Brownell family live at 1 Court, 9 House, Crookes, Nether Hallam, 
Sheffield. They are: Charles, head, 62, masons labourer; Martha, wife, 61; 
Julia daughter, single, 31, laundress; Martha, daughter, 19, general servant; 



Charles, grandson, 8, scholar and Beatrice, granddaughter, 3. It is possible 
that Charles and Beatrice are siblings. 

1901 Census info Charles is still living with his grandparents at 1 Court, 9 House, Crookes, 
Nether Hallam, Sheffield. He is 18 and a builder’s carter. They are mis- 
recorded on the Census as Brownhill 

1911 Census info Living at 37, Netherfield Road, Crookes, Sheffield is Fred, head, 28, 
contractor’s carter; Sunnah, wife, 24; John Fred, son 5 and Matilda, 
daughter, eight months. Also living at the address are four boarders, 
members of the Mason family. They are probably his wife’s parents and two 
younger sisters. 

1921 Electoral Register Not known. 

1939 Register 62, Harrismith Road, Liverpool, coachman funeral furnisher and Ellen, 
(second) wife, unpaid domestic duties, born 13th Feb 1885. 

Marriage m1 26th Dec 1904 to Susannah Mason, Crookes, Sheffield, Yorkshire. 
Possibly divorced. m2 1924 to Ellen Smith, West Derby, Lancs 

Service Enlisted: age 34 years 8 months, address 15 Court, 8 House, Brightmore 
Street, Crookes, Sheffield, Lancs, occupation, carter. Army Service Corps 
(Remount Depot), 064112. Demobbed 4th Apr 1919 to home address 56, 
Notcher(?) Street, Sheffield 

Death Feb 1971, of Manor House, Swanbourne. Buried Swanbourne 17th Feb 1971. 

Other Information Three children: John 4th Jun 1905, Matilda 3rd Aug 1910 and William 2nd Mar 
1913, all born Sheffield. NOTE: ‘as at 28th Feb 1915 separation allowance to 
Susannah stopped in consequence of her misconduct with a Belgian named 
Ghaze’. 

 
 

Name CARPENTER Gordon Ernest 

Birth 16th Apr 1900, Uckfield, Sussex 

Parents William Edward Carpenter and Maluna nee Mills 

1901 Census info Son, eleven months, lived at Boot and Shoe Shop, High Street, Uckfield, 
Sussex with his parents 

1911 Census info Son, age 11, lived at 8, Meadow Cottages, Cowfold, nr Horsham, Sussex with 
his parents and brothers. He was at school. 

1921 Electoral Register Probably 3, Goldston Terrace, Fairfield Terrace, Burgess Hill, Sussex 

1939 Register 61, Callcott Road, Willesden, Lorry driver, HGV; Evelyn M (wife) unpaid 
domestic duties; William H (son) dob 24 Sep 1936, under school age and 
Leslie M (son) dob 11 Jan 1939, under school age 

Marriage 1939, Willesden to Evelyn Maud Langley. Evelyn born 2 Oct 1910, died April 
1975, North Bucks. 

Service First: enlisted Chichester, Sussex, age 18, 17th May 1918. Next of kin, 
mother, Maluna Carpenter of Wilcox Cottages, Kent Street, Cowfold, Sussex, 
occupation chauffeur/gardener, Private 82708, 51st Rifle Brigade. 
Second: 18th Feb 1921, Reserve Territorial Force, Sergeant 6390022 of 3, 
Goldston Terrace, Fairfield Road, Burgess Hill, Sussex, gardener. 51st Rifle 
Brigade, 4th Royal Sussex Regiment. Discharged 10th Apr 1921. 
Third: re-engaged for a three year term, Sergeant 82880, however returned 
home 17th Feb 1926 after five years. 

Death 20th Sep 1964, Swanbourne, 14 Ridgeway Cottages, Swanbourne. 

Other Information Moved to Swanbourne after 1939. In the 1965 electoral register for 
Swanbourne, Evelyn, William, Leslie and a third son Geoffrey P Carpenter (b 
North Bucks 1941) are registered living at 14, Ridgeway Cottages a few 
months after Gordon died. 

 
 



Name COWELL William Charles 

Birth 10th Feb 1894, Nash 

Parents William Charles Cowell (1857-1932) and Sarah Ann nee Goodwin (1856-
1927) 

1901 Census info Age 7, William lived at Red Hall Farm in Nash with his parents and siblings, 
Mary (14), Henry (12), Lucy (11), John (8) and Emma (4). 

1911 Census info By 1911 he is age 17, living at Brakes Farm, still in Nash as a farmers son 
working on farm. His father is not at the address and his sister Emma died in 
1902, he is living with his mother and two sisters Mary (24) and Lucy (21). 

1921 Electoral Register Probably still in Nash 

1939 Register He is living with his wife and four children at Dodley Hill Farm, Station Road, 
Swanbourne. William, head, dairy farmer; Dorothy, wife, unpaid domestic 
duties; George William, son, dob 6th Aug 1920, farm assistant; Ethel Mary, 
daughter, born 1922; Joan Margaret, daughter, born 1923 and Richard C, 
son, dob 3rd May 1934, at school. 

Marriage March 1920, Buckingham to Dorothy Gertrude Midgley (1879-1979) 

Service Written by a relative xxxxx Hounslow: William enlisted in 1913, Private 799, 
Royal Bucks Hussars, then L/Sgt 165582 MGA. 18th Aug 1915 Suvla Bay, 
Gallipoli, Turkey, 21st Aug 1915 marched into battle for the first time against 
the Turks. 13th Nov 1917 el Mughar, Israel participated in the last official 
charge on horseback made by the British Army. 

Death 25th Nov 1975, lived at Dodley Hill Farm, died Swanbourne 

Other Information Effects to widow £5,229. There are twelve public family tree photographs of 
William on the Hounslow tree on Ancestry.  

 
 

Name DONE Robert Alfred 

Birth 22nd Mar 1890, Plumstead, Kent 

Parents John William Done (1849-1922) and Elizabeth Martha nee Sumner (1853-
1944). 

1891 Census info Lives, age 1, at 33, Eglinton Road, Plumstead, Kent with his parents and six 
older siblings. 

1901 Census info Age 11, visiting the Cadd family at 58, Landalls Road, Camberwell with his 
parents. 

1911 Census info In the military, listed at Windsor Barracks. 

1921 Electoral Register Probably London 

1939 Register Living at 119, Tivoli Road, Lambeth with his wife and a redacted child. 

Marriage 7th Jan 1917, Camberwell, to Cecilia Beckett (1890-1968) {buried 
Swanbourne, but living 11, Lowndes Way, Winslow at death}. Certificate age 
26 (therefore born 1890), soldier, address for both 25, Bassett Road 

Service 1905 Cavalry Regiment, Trooper 2679. 11th Jun 1908, Guards Machine Gun 
Regiment, 1st Life Guards. 

Death Buried 17th Oct 1961, Swanbourne. Address given as ‘opposite Deverells 
Farm’. Age given as 75, implied birth 1886? 

Other Information Some discrepancy over age: at service 1905 is 18y 3m (born 1888) and at 
death is 75 in 1961 (born 1886). All other records are born 1890. 

 
 

Name DRUCE Arthur Frederick 

Birth 17th Sep 1886, Swanbourne. Baptised 28th Nov 1886, Swanbourne. 

Parents John King Druce (1850-19xx) and Mary Ann nee Boxall (1851-1906) 

1891 Census info High Street, Stewkley, son, scholar age 4. He is living with his parents and 
siblings: Florence A 10 scholar; Joseph Charles (known as Charles) 8 scholar 
and John A 2. 



1901 Census info High Street, Stewkley, son, age 14, groom. His father is living away from 
home and he is living with his mother and two brothers, John 12 and Hedley 
8. 

1911 Census info Arthur (24, brother/boarder, Labourer for Gas Company) is now living with 
his brother Charles in The Brewery Store, Waddon Marsh Lane, Croydon, 
Surrey.  
He travelled to America just a few weeks later. Per the passenger list for the 
St Paul, he is 25, and engineer’s fitter, last address The Brewery Store, 
destination Fort Wayne, Indiana. He arrived in New York on 24th Aug 1911. 

1920 US Census Arthur is living with his brother Charles at 341 Nussbaum Avenue, Fort 
Wayne, Allen, Indiana, USA. He is a motorman in a factory. 

1940 US Census He is still living in Fort Wayne, Allen, Indiana with his wife and daughter. He 
is 50 and a foreman for City General Electric, Marguerite is 43 and their 
daughter Joyce is 7. 

Marriage 24th Sep 1923 to Marguerite Marie Frick in Fort Wayne, Indiana, USA. 
Arthur’s dob is given as 17th Sep 1892 (should be 1886 - six years out?); 
father John Druce (deceased); mother Mary Ann Boxall (deceased); 
occupation; assistant policeman. Marguerite had been divorced in 1919 and 
is nee McManaway, she was born in Bairstow, Ohio on 5th Jan 1893. 

Service US Draft Registration Card as at 5th Jun 1917 states dob 17th Sep 1888 
(should be 1886), age 29, single, address 341 Nussbaum Avenue, Fort 
Wayne, Allen, Indiana, USA, born Swanbourne, England, occupation paint 
worker employed by City General Electric. 

Death Nov 1959, Pompano Beach, Florida. Buried Forest Lawn Memorial Garden 
North, Pompano Beach, Broward County, Florida, USA. 

Other Information Arthur and Marguerite retired to Pompano Beach, Florida sometime 
between 1952 and 1957 

 
 

Name FAULKNER Frank Charles 

Birth 1st Mar 1889, Southall, Middlesex 

Parents Thomas Faulkner (1859-1936) and Mary Ann nee Collins (1861-1922) 

1891 Census info Age 2, living at 12, Waltham Street, Norwood, Southall, Middlesex with his 
parents and three older siblings (Ernest 9, Ellen 6 and Thomas 4). 

1901 Census info Age 12, living at 101, Dudley Road, Norwood with his parents and siblings; 
Ernest 19; Ellen 16 and Thomas 14. 

1911 Census info In 1911, Frank is age 22 and a drapers shop assistant. He is living at the 
same address with his parents and brother Thomas 24, a gas fitter’s mate. 

1921 Electoral Register Probably Southall 

1939 Register Living at 27, Tatchbrook Road, Southall. He is a drapers’s assistant and a 
whole time special constable. He is living with his wife Gertrude (unpaid 
domestic duties and ARP), a redacted child (see ‘other’ below) and son 
Robert F B Faulkner, born 23rd May 1925 (at school) 

Marriage 22nd Dec 1917 in Swanbourne to Gertrude Madeleine Blanche Dawes (1890-
1971). Married as Charles Frank Faulkener. Frank is 28 and his address is 
given as 29th Casualty Clearing Station, BEF, France. Gertrude is 27 and living 
at Rose Cottage, Swanbourne. 

Service Corporal 9886, Royal Army Medical Corps (RAMC). 

Death 9th Jul 1972, Ealing 

Other Information Probate: address at death 27, Tatchbrook Road, Southall. Left £2,375. Per a 
tree on Ancestry there are two daughters Mary Myra Georgina (1922-2014) 
and Margaret Madeleine D (1923-2002). The redacted child in 1939 register 
is male, so is probably Kenneth H, born Q2 1926. 

 
 



Name FOUNTAINE Robert Wilson 

Birth 6th Apr 1891, Potterspury, Northamptonshire 

Parents Robert Francis Fountaine (1862-1947) and Emily nee Wilson (1865-1949) 

1891 Census info Robert Wilson Fountaine was born on the day of the 1891 Census, but is not 
recorded. Parents are living at Bury Lodge, Potterspury. 

1901 Census info The family are living at The Manor House, Alderton, Potterspury, 
Northamptonshire. Parents, plus seven children, a governess and a domestic 
servant. Robert is the eldest child and is recorded as Wilson, 9. His siblings 
are: Dora 6, Lydia 4, Margaret 3, James Roper 1 and George Morris six 
months. 

1911 Census info The family are still living at The Manor House, Alderton, Potterspury, 
Northamptonshire. Parents, plus six children, a help and a domestic servant. 
Robert is 19 and an assistant farmer. His siblings are: Margaret 13, James 
11, George 10, John Henry 8 and Minnie 7. NOTE: The family are recorded as 
Fountance in Ancestry in error. 

1921 Electoral Register Robert and Hilda are on the Electoral register for Upper Pollicott, Ashendon, 
Aylesbury. 

1939 Register Pollicott Farm, Ashendon, Aylesbury. Robert is a farmer and Hilda is a 
housewife. Also living at the address are one child (redacted), Ida Huxley, 
domestic help, Mary Ann Colgrove (his mother in law) and Ella A Darby (a 
school teacher). Their three sons are: Robert George Hugh Fountaine who 
was born 4th Apr 1921, he is an apprentice to the Corn and Compound Cake 
Trade in living in Newport Pagnell; John William Fountaine born Q2 1923, 
living with his parents; and Edwin Rox Fountaine, born 28th Apr 1927 
boarding at The Lord Williams Grammar School, Oxford Road, Thame. 

Marriage 28th Apr 1920, Swanbourne to Hilda Margaret Colgrove (1889-1948) 

Service NOTE: Is on the Roll of Honour in the Church at Alderton, Towcester. Private 
1014 and Trooper 145299, Northamptonshire Yeomanry, B Squadron. 
Orderly to General of Division, served France and Italy. 

Death 22nd Mar 1984, Pollicott Farm, Ashendon, Aylesbury 

Other Information April 1903, boarder at Magdalen College School, Brackley. 

 
 

Name FREMANTLE Cecil R (Hon) (brother to Walter FREMANTLE and 
Thomas Francis FREMANTLE, uncle to John Walgrave Halford 
FREMANTLE and Thomas Francis Halford FREMANTLE {killed 1915}) 

Birth 12th Dec 1865 St George, Hanover Square, London 

Parents Father Thomas Francis Fremantle 2nd Baron Cottesloe. b 1830 Little Marlow, 
Bucks buried 18th Apr 1918, age 88, Swanbourne 
Mother Augusta Henrietta Fremantle nee Scott. b 1837 St George, Hanover 
Square, London m 1859, Hanover Square buried 7th Nov 1906, age 70, 
Swanbourne 

1871 Census info 58, West Square, Hastings, Sussex, age 6. Lives with father Thomas (41, 
Railway Director, Magistrate and Barrister not practising), mother Augusta 
(34), siblings Mary (10, scholar), Thomas (9, scholar), Gertrude (7, scholar) 
and Walter (2). Nine servants also live in the household. 

1881 Census info Eton School, Bucks, age 16, pupil, boarder 

1891 Census info The Old House, Swanbourne age 26. Lives with father Thomas (61, Peer, 
JP), mother Henrietta (54), sister Mary (30) and brother Thomas (29, JP CC) 
and seven servants. 

1901 Census info Swanbourne House, Cemetery Hill, Swanbourne, age 36, Estate Agent, lives 
with three servants 

1911 Census info Swanbourne House, Cemetery Hill, Swanbourne, age 46, Land Agent to 
Lord Cottesloe, lives with three servants. 



1921 Electoral Register Not Swanbourne 

1939 Register n/a 

Marriage n/a 

Service Commander, Royal Navy, HMS Badger 

Death Age 61. d 17th July 1927, Leeds. Buried 20th July 1927, Swanbourne 

Other information Visited New York on “Servia” arriving 8th July 1889. Gentleman. 
Probate: Hon Cecil of Radclive Grange, Buckingham d 17th July 1927 at 22, 
Clarendon Rd, Leeds. To Right Hon Thomas Francis Lord Cottesloe and Hon 
Reginald Scott Fremantle. Effects £50,155 13s 2d. 

 
 

Name GARNER Lewis Reginald 

Birth 27th Nov 1896, Shipton, Winslow 

Parents Charles Richard Garner (1872-1946), born North Marston and Esther Jane 
nee Gates (1874-1958), born Swanbourne 

1901 Census info Lived at 9, Denton Road, Willesden, age 4 with his parents and two brothers, 
Fred (6, born Swanbourne) and Thomas (2, born North Marston) 

1911 Census info The family returned to live in Swanbourne around 1904, and in 1911 were 
living in Tattams Lane, Lewis was age 14 and a farm boy. He was living with 
his parents and siblings; Thomas (12, school); Ivy (8, born Willesden); 
Edward (6, born Swanbourne) and Christine (4, born Swanbourne). Also 
living with them was Mary Jane Bunyan, his father’s first cousin (24, 
schoolteacher, born Swanbourne). 

1921 Electoral Register Lewis and his wife Emma can be found boarding at 5, Albermarle Avenue, 
Toronto East, Ontario as listed in the Canadian Census taken on 1st June 
1921. 

1939 Register They returned to England in 1924 and in 1939 are living at Toronto Villa, 
Silver Fox Crescent, Woodley, Berkshire. Lewis is a bricklayer, Emma (wife) 
unpaid domestic duties and Robert (son) is also a bricklayer. 

Marriage June 1920 in Watford, Hertfordshire, to Emma Burson Bryant. Emma was 
born on 18th Apr 1897 in Watford and died in 1976 in Trowbridge, Wilts 

Service Royal Navy, military service from 28th Jul 1915 to 28th Sep 1917. His first ship 
was Pembroke and his last Pembroke I. He was ordinary seaman J42568, 
and occupation was a cinema attendant. 

Death 23rd Apr 1978, 23, Park Street, Trowbridge, Wilts. Effects £3,466 

Other Information CANADA. Lewis and Emma sailed from Liverpool on 5th Aug 1920 and 
arrived in Quebec on 18th Aug 1920 (probably immediately following their 
marriage). In 1921 they were boarding at 5, Albermarle Avenue in Toronto. 
They returned to England around four years later and can be found on the 
passenger list for the Melita. They sailed from St Johns, New Brunswick 
arriving in Southampton on 28th March 1924. They are listed as Lewis, 
seaman, 27; Emma housewife, 26 and Robert, 2½ child. Robert had been 
born in Canada on 22nd Jul 1921. The address given is Cecil Street, Watford 
where Emma’s father was resident. 

 
 

Name ILLING Alfred John 

Birth 4th July 1891, Winslow 

Parents Ebenezer Alfred Illing (1863-1954) and Elizabeth Ellen nee Hayes (1867-
1958) 

1901 Census info Age 9, Horn Street, Winslow with parents, three younger brothers, a visitor, 
a governess and a general servant. Brothers are Herbert Edward 7, Sydney 
Arthur 5 and William Ernest 1. 

1911 Census info Age 19, grocer, at same address with parents and three brothers. Herbert 17 



grocer, Sydney 15 and William 11 at school, also a general servant. 

1921 Electoral Register Probably Horn Street, Winslow 

1939 Register 3, Horn Street (aka 2, The Walk), Winslow. Alfred is a grocer and farmer and 
lives with his wife Alice (domestic duties), two children (redacted, probably 
Derrick J b Q2 1924 and Marian J b Q3 1921 in Winslow) and a land girl, 
Norah Hyers, born 17th Aug 1917. 

Marriage 6th Apr 1920, Swanbourne to Alice Gadsden (12th Jun 1891-26th Oct 1977, 
born and lived Swanbourne 1901 and 1911) 

Service Territorial Force Attestation – age 17 years 8 months in 1908. Number 452, 
Buckinghamshire Yeomanry (Royal Bucks Hussars), he was a farmer in his 
fathers employ, lived Winslow. Re-attested several times and served until 
7th Apr 1916. Corporal and Lance Corporal. Served in Alexandria, Egypt 8th 
Apr 1915 to 7th Apr 1916. 

Death 10th Jan 1972 of 3, Horn Street, Winslow. Probate £134,384 

Other Information Children Frederick William 1925-1925, Derrick J b 1924 and Marian J b 1921. 

 
 

Name MEADEN Albert George 

Birth Q4 1888, Swanbourne. Baptised 9th Dec 1888 Swanbourne 

Parents George James Meaden (1862-1930) and Rosina nee Pitkin (1866-1956) 

1891 Census info Albert 2, is living with his mother Rosina (23, Laundress) at 10, Albert Street, 
Tonbridge, Kent. His father is boarding elsewhere in Tonbridge. 

1901 Census info Albert 12, is living with his parents and sister Lilian May 7, at 7 Hervey Court, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 

1911 Census info Artillery Barracks, Pretoria, South Africa 

1921 Electoral Register Awaiting 1921 Census 

1939 Register Can’t find 

Marriage m1 1912 Pretoria, South Africa to Julia M xxxxxxx (1892-1918 in Tonbridge, 
Kent). 
m2 Q2 1924 Tonbridge, Kent to Dorothy Ethel Clarke (per Stuart Hill tree on 
Ancestry – can’t find evidence??) 

Service Private 9060, 2nd Battalion, South Wales Borderers 

Death Dec 1961, registered Hammersmith and cremated 1st Jan 1962 in Kent. 

Other Information Albert, his wife and a baby daughter arrive back from South Africa on 27th 
Aug 1913 on the Gloucester Castle. Listed as: Meaden A G, 24, soldier; 
Meaden Mrs M, 21, wife and Meaden Rosie M three months (per 1939 she 
was born 11th May 1913). I believe Julia died, age 25 in 1918, in Tonbridge 
In 1939 his mother Rosina and daughter Rosie both live (separately) in Royal 
Tonbridge Wells, Kent but Albert cannot be found. 

 
 

Name MICHAELIS Reuben Arthur (aka MACHALISE) 

Birth 16th Feb 1885, Westminster, Middlesex (birth registered as Reuben Arthur 
Machalise – also see probate and some Ancestry corrections) 

Parents Ernest Michaelis (1857-19xx) and Alice E nee Whiteacre (1858-19xx) 

1891 Census info Son, 6, scholar. Lives at 59, Berwick Street, Westminster with his parents, 
stepsister Alice Whiteacre, 14, scholar, brother Ernest, 8, scholar and a 
lodger Henry Casson, 35, working tailor. 

1901 Census info Son, 16, tailor. Lives at 42, Berwick Street, Westminster with his parents, 
brother Albert A, 9 and grandmother Elizabeth Michaelis, 80. 

1911 Census info Private, 25, Ghorpuri Barracks, Poona, India 

1921 Electoral Register London 

1939 Register Reuben Arthur Michaelis corrected to Machelise is living at 3-5-7, Chepstow 
Place, Paddington, 53, married, porter employed Ladies Furrier, his dob is 



16th Feb 1875 (should be 1885). At the same address are two other men, 
probably lodging.  
Kate J Michaelis corrected to Kathleen Machelise, his wife, is found living at 
66, Horsenden Lane South, Ealing. Her dob is 9th Jul 1887, married, unpaid 
domestic duties. Living with her are Leslie Robert A Michaelis (register as 
Selrie Roa), son, dob 6 Mar 1916, a lathe turner and Margaret Annie May 
Alderman, sister, dob 7th Mar 1884, paid domestic duties. 

Marriage 5th Jun 1915 Swanbourne to Kathleen (Kate) Jeanette Alderman (1887-
1963). Reuben at marriage is: 31, bachelor, porter, of 12 Carlisle Street, 
Oxford Street, London, father Ernest, tailor. Kate at marriage is: 27, spinster, 
of Smithfield End, Swanbourne, father Robert, labourer. 

Service Private 8200, enlisted 14th Jan 1905, age 19 years 10 months, he is a fitters 
labourer, scar right wrist and three scars left forearm. He enlisted for 9 
years army service and three years reserve service. Loyal North Lancashire 
Regiment. Also served South Africa, Mauritius, East Indies and France. After 
10 years and 9 days he is brought home early, no longer medically fit for war 
service as at 22nd Jan 1915. Cause of discharge: ‘muscular rheumatism 
causing considerable discomfort’. 

Death 21st Jan 1950, died Ealing, Middlesex. Probate: Reuben Arthur Machalise or 
Michaelis of 66, Horsenden Lane South, Greenford, Middlesex to widow 
Kate Janetta, £176 9s. 

Other Information  

 
 

Name NORTH Harry 

Birth 1st May 1891, Swanbourne 

Parents Father William North b 1859 Swanbourne, d 1917 Newton Longville 
Mother Eliza North nee Gascoigne b 1858 Little Horwood, m 1879 Little 
Horwood, d 1950 Newton Longville.  

1901 Census info Nearton End, Swanbourne, age 9. Lives with father William (41, carter on 
farm), mother Eliza (42), siblings Edward, Frederick, Walter (17, 15, 13, all 
agricultural labourers), Agnes (11), Nellie (7) and Hilda (2). Presumably the 
younger children were scholars although the Census does not say so. 

1911 Census info Newton Longville 19 Groom/Gardener. Lives with father William (52, farm 
labourer), mother Eliza (53, m 32 years, 12 children 9 living, 3 died), sister 
Hilda (12) and brother Ernest (9). Also present were two visitors, Kate Agnes 
North his sister in law (25, born Leagrave, Luton, Beds) and his niece 
Constance Hilda (2) born Whaddon, Bucks. 

1921 Electoral Register Newton Longville 

1939 Register 1939 Register Kingsland Farm, Hogg End, Drayton Parslow, seven people: 
Harry is a dairy farmer, Annie, unpaid domestic duties, Muriel Joan North 
(daughter b 6th Jun 1920) dairymaid assisting father, one person redacted, 
David William North (son b 1st Dec 1925) at school. Also at the address are 
Dora Peppiat (relative? 1st Mar 1910) unpaid domestic duties and her son 
Leonard, (b 4th Mar 1937), under school age 

Marriage Q2 1919, Newton Longville, to Annie Young, b 4th Mar 1887. Hope Cottage 
Newton Longville, lived with her family there in 1891, 1901 and 1911 
(dressmaker), d Apr-Jun 1942, Newton Longville. 

Service First attestation 28th Nov 1915 Bletchley, 35781, regiment n/k?  
Second 30th Jun 1916, Sunderland, 276792, 5th Reserve Battalion, Durham 
Light Infantry. Address Newton Longville, Bletchley Bucks. Occupation 
smallholder. France (Etaples) from 6th Aug 1917. POW Germany 3rd Apr 
1918, returned 3rd Mar 1919. 

Death Age 71, 11th Sep 1969, Newton Longville 

Other Information  



Name PHILLIPS William James 

Birth 29th Aug 1890, Swanbourne. Baptised 28th Sep, Swanbourne 

Parents Benjamin Phillips (1868-1899) and Hannah Mary nee Alderman (1862-1943) 

1891 Census info Age seven months, living in Station Road, Swanbourne with his parents. 
(Before the next Census there were four deaths: In Nov 1891 a brother 
Benjamin was buried age 3 days, another brother, George was buried age 3 
days in June 1894, a sister Edith Mary was baptised in 1893 and buried, age 
5, in 1898, then his father was buried in May 1899, age 30). 

1901 Census info William is living in Wheelers Lane, Swanbourne, age 10, with his widowed 
mother, a laundress. (On 30th Sep 1901 Hannah married for a second time, 
in Swanbourne, to Levi Brigginshaw, although she was widowed again in 
1920). 

1911 Census info William, 20, tailor, is now boarding at High Street, Winslow. 

1921 Electoral Register Probably Winslow 

1939 Register William lives at 2 Rose Cottages, High Street, Winslow with his wife Louisa 
(housewife) and father in law Jabez Sawyer, a retired farm worker. 

Marriage 4th Aug 1913 Swanbourne to Louisa Jane Sawyer (born Swanbourne 23rd Sep 
1888) 

Service Enlisted 16th Jul 1917, Oxford, discharged 20th Oct 1917 in Warwick. Private 
18421, 96th Training reserve battalion, address 1, Rose Cottages, High 
Street, Winslow, trade, tailor. Served 97 days, no longer physically fit for war 
service, disability discharge: hammer toes and permanent congenital 
malformation of leg (not the result of military service), lame from birth, 
limps badly and is easily fatigued. 

Death 1st Jun 1970, of 131, Narbeth Road, Aylesbury. Probate £13,304 

Other Information Son Horace William Phillips born 26th Sep 1916. 

 
 

Name PROBYN Ralph Ferdinand 

Birth Registered Q4 1884, Tredegar, Monmouthshire, Wales. Baptised 22nd Sep 
1884, Monmouth. 

Parents George Edmund Probyn (1850-1902) and Eliza Mills nee Watkins (1850-
1921) 

1891 Census info Ralph, 6, son lives at 24, Monnow Street, Monmouth, Wales with his 
parents and siblings: Hanbury 16; Trevor 15; Lily 10; Fred 8; Gordon 4 and 
Georgina 2, also living there is his cousin Irene Richards, 18. 

1901 Census info Ralph 16, engraver and sign writer, cousin, is living with the Pritchard family 
(hoteliers) at 132-134 Penarth Road, Canton, Grangetown, Cardiff, Wales 

1911 Census info In 1911 Ralph is boarding at 13, Sherwood Road, Worksop, Notts. He is 25, 
single and an organist and music master. 

1921 Electoral Register 5 (or 6), Castleton Gardens, Wembley 

1939 Register n/a 

Marriage 2nd Aug, 1915, Ross, Herefordshire to Constance Emilie Kibble of 
Swanbourne (1888-1966) 

Service Attestation 12th Dec 1915, address Buxlow Farm, Swanbourne, Bucks (his 
wife’s family home) is amended to 30 Monnow Street, Monmouth (his 
family home). He is 31 years and 3 months and previously an inspector of 
munitions and organist. His next of kin is his wife Constance Probyn nee 
Kibble of Buxlow, Swanbourne. Private/Driver 8518, Royal Engineers, Depot 
Company. Discharged 20th Jul 1916 – no longer physically fit for war service. 
He was in the Western General Hospital, Cardiff from 13th Jun to 11th July 
1916 with a gastric ulcer and did not appear to fully recover. 

Death 6th Apr 1939 of 5, Castleton Gardens, Wembley, buried in Swanbourne. 
Probate: effects to widow Constance Emilie £1,324 9s. 



Other Information  

 
 

Name READING James Thomas 

Birth 18th Jun 1892, Thornborough 

Parents Thomas (1871-1946) and Annie Martha nee xxxxxxx (1870-1931) Can’t find 
Annie’s birth or marriage? 

1901 Census info Son age 8, Manor Farm Cottage, Horton, Northants, lives with parents and 
sister Annie age 6. 

1911 Census info Son, age 18, Teeton Lodge Farm, Teeton, Northants, farmers son working on 
farm, lives with parents and siblings; Annie (16), Frances (6) and Gerald (2). 

1921 Electoral Register NOT Swanbourne 

1939 Register Athawes Farm, Nearton End, Swanbourne, he is a dairy farmer and lives 
with Mary Ann (wife, unpaid domestic duties) and two children, Kenneth 
James b 17th Mar 1929 and a redacted child. There are also three members 
of the Cooper family and Lilian F Allen, dob 24th May 1903, a shorthand 
typist. 

Marriage Q4 1920 Thornborough to Mary Ann Madkins, 29th July 1890, died 1982. 

Service Northants Yeomanry, Private 145068, then Sergeant 1/1st Battalion won 
Military medal, see ‘other’ below, written by his son Kenneth. 

Death 19th Oct 1962. Lived at Norice, St Albans Road, Winslow. 

Other Information Taken from Ken Reading’s (his son) second book: ‘From Teaton Lodge Farm 
(Teeton in 1911 Census) my father joined the Northants Yeomanry. 
Consequently in 1914 he found himself a part of what the Kaiser described 
as ‘That contemptible little army’. In 1915 he was involved in the terrible 
battle of Neuve Chappelle, when cavalry who should have broken through 
enemy lines were trapped in the town and heavily bombarded. He was later 
involved in the terrible battles of Arras. 1917 saw the regiment transferred 
to Northern Italy to meet the advancing Austrians. There his horse was shot 
from beneath him. He later returned through enemy lines with two 
prisoners, an exploit that earned him the Military Medal. He and his platoon 
of seven men were later to be given the task of escorting 3,000 Austrian 
prisoners to a camp at San Marino. They were mostly colonial troops, from 
what was to become Yugoslavia, with little interest in dying for the 
Hapsburg Empire’. 

 
 

Name ROADS William James 

Birth 18th Jan 1893 Swanbourne and baptised 26th Mar 1893 Swanbourne 

Parents Joseph Roads (1866-1922) and Eva Annie nee Turvey (1869-1930) 

1901 Census info Parents had moved from Swanbourne to Mursley around 1897. They now 
lived in Beechams Terrace, Mursley. William, son, 8 lived with parents and 
siblings; Florence (5 born Swanbourne), Reginald (3, born Mursley) and 
Laurence (1). Also living there was his maternal grandfather James Turvey. 

1911 Census info Mursley, son, age 18, Post Office Clerk. Lived with parents and siblings; 
Florence (15), Reginald (13), Laurence (11) and Eric (4). 

1921 Electoral Register Not known 

1939 Register Lived in Cooks Lane, Mursley. Listed are William, Bookkeeper for Butcher, 
Mabel (wife, unpaid domestic duties) and nine children, seven of whom are 
redacted. 

Marriage Q4 1914 Leighton Buzzard to Mabel Capp (16th Aug 1890 born Stewkley – 9th 
Feb 1990 died Beeston Regis, Norfolk) 

Service First Private 2795, 1St Buckinghamshire Battalion 
Second Lance Corporal 265998, OBLI 



Former trade self employed portrait photographer, next of kin wife Mabel 
Roads of The Studio, Wing Road, Linslade, Bucks 
17th Nov 1914 posted for duty at Aylesbury 
12th Nov 1916 wounded in action 
15th Apr 1917 states that while in the front line (Peronne, France) the knee 
became swollen and painful 
4th Dec 1918 left leg amputated (9” stump) due to tubercular infection of 
knee. 
3rd Jun 1920 discharged, full disability pension 

Death 17th Feb 1979, Mursley (name of bungalow), Beeston Regis, Sheringham, 
Norfolk. 

Other Information Probate, effects £3,088. 

 
 

Name ROBBINS Henry (Harry) Francis 

Birth 1884 Swanbourne. Baptised 14th Sep 1884 Swanbourne. 

Parents James Thomas Pittman Hayfield Robbins (1852-1909) and Mary Elizabeth 
(Bessie) nee May (1859-1906) 

1891 Census info Age 6, son, scholar, living at 100, Middle Street, Bradwell, Bucks with his 
parents, brother Bertie 2 and sister Edith 1. 

1901 Census info Age 16, son, brass finisher, railway car workshop, living at 42, Caledonian 
Road, Bradwell, Bucks with his parents and siblings, Bert 12, Edith 11, Gladys 
8 and Blanche 4. 

1911 Census info He is boarding at 87, Church Street, Wolverton, Bucks. He is 26, married (3 
years) and a brass finisher at motor works. His wife is not at this address. 

1921 Electoral Register 17, Coverdale Street, Ardwick, Manchester, Lancs (in Army records for 1916 
and 1919). 

1939 Register n/a 

Marriage Q4 1908 Potterspury to Elizabeth Holding  

Service Enlisted 2nd Mar 1916. Private 331298, Labour Corps, Western Company, 
Labour Centre. Half index finger, right hand, missing. Discharged, no longer 
physically fit, 20th Sep 1919, tuberculosis of lungs, single, carriage cleaner, to 
17, Coverdale street, Ardwick, Manchester, Lancs. 

Death 8th Feb 1931, Ardwick. Probate: of 82, Bennett Street, Ardwick, Manchester, 
Lancs. Died at 20, Nell Lane, Withington, Manchester. Effects £74 14s to 
John Brannon, general labourer. 

Other Information Seems to have been living separately from his wife in 1911, declared single 
in 1919 and does not leave effects to her? No children found. 

 
 

Name ROWE Walter William 

Birth 26th Apr 1899, Reading, Berkshire. Baptised 2nd Jul 1899, Swanbourne 

Parents William Arthur Rowe (1871-1953) born Swanbourne and Georgina Ann 
Wright (1863-1940). 

1901 Census info North Hagbourne, age 1, with parents and brother Caryl age two months 

1911 Census info North Hagbourne, age 11, with parents and two brothers Caryl 10 and 
William 7. All three sons were baptised in Swanbourne. 

1921 Electoral Register probably Didcot 

1939 Register Living at Kirkwell, Enborne Road, Newbury, Walter is an engine fireman 
GWR heavy works, Ethel, unpaid domestic duties, daughter Vera B, born 9th 
Mar 1924, café waitress and son Leslie Caryl, b 25th Aug 1927, at school. Also 
living at the address was Clara Moore, b 8th Jun 1860, retired. 

Marriage Q3 1921, Newbury, Berks to Ethel Christina Allen (b 28th Mar 1898 Newbury 
and died 12th Jan 1966 Newbury) 



Service Enlisted 2nd Dec 1916. Royal Marine Light Infantry, Portsmouth Division 
19741. As at 10th Sep 1918, next of kin, mother, Georgina Ann Rowe of East 
Street, North Bourne, Didcot, Berks. Invalided 16th Jan 1919.  

Death 1970, Newbury, Berks 

Other Information Worked for Great Western Railway (GWR), Didcot Station, from 7th Jan 1920 
and was still working for GWR in 1939. 

 
 

Name SHEFFIELD Edward John 

Birth 28th Jan 1891 Swanbourne. Baptised 22nd Mar 1891, Swanbourne 

Parents Edward Sheffield (1859-1945) and Selina Lydia nee Digby (1860-1933) 

1891 Census info Edward John, age two months lives with his parents and three sisters in 
Smithfield End, Swanbourne. His sisters are Mary Emma 6, Selina Elizabeth 4 
and Ellen Mabel 2. 

1901 Census info Edward John, 10 still lives in Smithfield End with his parents and siblings. 
Mary and Selina are now servants in London and Ellen died in 1893. Four 
younger siblings have been born: William Charles 7, Frederick Arthur 5, 
Hilda Ann 3 and Edith May seven months. 

1911 Census info The family have now moved to Station Road. Edward 20, farm labourer lives 
with his parents and William 17 gardener, Frederick 15 farm labourer, Hilda 
13 and Edith 10 scholars. NOTE: his future wife, Rose Ash, also lived in 
Smithfield End in 1891 and 1901, and Nearton End in 1911. 

1921 Electoral Register n/a 

1939 Register n/a 

Marriage 25th Dec 1915 in Detroit, Michigan, USA to Rose Ash. Edward is 24, a 
carpenter and resident in Detroit. 

Service Edward is listed on a US WW1 Draft registration card dated 5th June 1917. 
He is age 26, home address 76, Stanford, Detroit, Michigan, factory hand for 
Fisher Body Company, Detroit. Previous military service, private in the 
volunteers, four years in England. 

Death Died 15th Nov 1918 in Heiman Keifer Hospital, Detroit, age 27 years 9 
months and 18 days. Cause of death, influenza, contributory cause broncho-
pneumonia. He is buried at Woodmere Cemetery, Detroit with his one year 
old son Donald who died four months later. 

Other Information Edward travelled to Detroit, via Quebec. He arrived from England on 13th 
May 1913 on the Corsican and is a farm labourer. Informant at death is his 
brother in law Robert Wootton. His widow Rose gave birth to his son 
Edward later in 1919 and they returned to England (Swanbourne) in 1921. 

 
 

Name SHEPHERD William Cyril 

Birth 16th Jan 1882, Swanbourne 

Parents Alfred Shepherd (1859-19xx) and Elizabeth nee xxxxxxx (18xx-1883). Alfred 
married again to Mary A M nee xxxxxx (1866-19xx). 

1891 Census info William (son 9 scholar) lives in Bow Brickhill, Bucks with his father Alfred 
(32, farmer) and step mother Mary (25). Siblings are: full brothers Alfred H 
12, Ernest 11 and Albert G 7. He also has a half brother Herbert W, 2 and a 
half sister Evelyn W, 1.  

1901 Census info William 19 is now boarding at 18, Stratford Road, Willesden, he is a 
dairyman. Also boarding his brother Ernest (21, dairyman). 

1911 Census info William is living at 2, South View Villas, Bournemouth Raod, Parkstone, 
Dorset (29, head, m 5 years, nurseryman’s salesman). Also resident is 
Maude Marion (wife, 28), Claude Raymond, son, 4 and Howard Cyril Stanley, 
son less than five months. There is also a boarder. 



1921 Electoral Register Parkstone, Poole 

1939 Register William and Maud lived at 93, Bournemouth Road Poole. William is a 
chauffeur handyman and Maud M, born 21 Mar 1893, unpaid domestic 
duties. 

Marriage 26th Feb 1906 Brentford, Middlesex to Maude Marion Gibson 

Service Army Service Corps (Mechanical Transport) 192120. Occupation Motor Lorry 
Driver age 34 years 5 months, married, two children. In France 3rd Deb 1917 
to 15th Mar 1918. 

Death 1963 Poole, Dorset 

Other Information Claude was born 19th Sep 1906 and Howard 7th Oct 1910. 

 
 

Name SMITH Charles William (brother to Francis SMITH) 

Birth 9th Mar 1894 Swanbourne  

Parents Father Joseph Smith b 1858 Oving, d 1917 Newport Pagnell 
First wife Elizabeth Smith nee Mason b 1859 Whitchurch, m 1877 Aylesbury, 
d 1885 Upton, Bucks mother to James and Minnie. 
Mother Esther Smith nee Robinson, second wife (and mother to five further 
children) b 1863 Soulbury m 1886 Leighton Buzzard, d 1937 North Bucks. 

1901 Census info Duck End, Swanbourne age 6: lives with father Joseph (43, Carter on farm – 
horse), mother Esther (38) and half siblings, James (20, cattleman on farm) 
and Minnie (17, general servant, domestic) and full siblings, Francis (9), Alice 
A (4) and George E (one month).  

1911 Census info Woughton on the Green, age 17 farm labourer: lives with father Joseph 
(56, farm labourer), mother Esther (49, married 24 years, five children all 
living) and siblings, Francis (19, farm labourer), Alice (14, scholar), George 
(10, scholar) and Joseph (7, scholar). 

1921 Electoral Register Probably Bow Brickhill, Bucks NOT Swanbourne 

1939 Register Fairholme, Bow Brickhill, Newport Pagnell: Charles, builders carpenter, 
special constabulary, Bletchley, Lizzie (wife) unpaid domestic duties, Sydney 
(son), brickyard labourer, heavy. Also living there were Mary A Clapham 27th 
Jan 1902, married, unpaid domestic duties and two redacted persons, 
possibly Mary’s children. 

Marriage 3rd Aug 1914, Bow Brickhill, to Lizzie Munday b 19th Apr 1891, lived with 
parents and siblings in Bow Brickhill in 1901 and 1911, d 14th Jun 1979, MK 
Hospital. 

Service Approved 8th May 1916, Bow Brickhill, stockman, married. 185316, Army 
Service Corps. Served Salonica, discharged 29th Aug 1919. 

Death 19th Oct 1980 Bow Brickhill, Bucks 

Other Information  Children Hilda May b 7th Oct 1915, Bow Brickhill and Sydney Charles, b 23rd 
Sep 1919. 

 
 

Name SMITH Francis (brother to Charles William SMITH) 

Birth 23rd Aug 1890 (per 39 register and attestation and army record, but 1891 
per death, and is not listed on Census Apr 1891), Hollingdon, Bucks 

Parents Father Joseph Smith b 1858 Oving, d 1917 Newport Pagnell 
First wife Elizabeth Smith nee Mason b 1859 Whitchurch, m 1877 Aylesbury, 
d 1885 Upton, Bucks mother to James and Minnie. 
Mother Esther Smith nee Robinson, second wife (mother to five further 
children) b 1863 Soulbury m 1886 Leighton Buzzard, d 1937 North Bucks 
Eleanor Rose b 2nd Jul 1886 Woughton on the Green d Jul-Sep 1954, North 
Bucks. 

1901 Census info Duck End, Swanbourne age 9: lives with father Joseph (43, Carter on farm – 



horse), mother Esther (38) and half siblings, James (20, cattleman on farm) 
and Minnie (17, general servant, domestic) and full siblings, Charles (6), 
Alice A (4) and George E (one month). 

1911 Census info Woughton on the Green, age 19 farm labourer: lives with father Joseph 
(56, farm labourer), mother Esther (49, married 24 years, five children all 
living) and siblings, Charles (17, farm labourer), Alice (14, scholar), George 
(10, scholar) and Joseph (7, scholar). 

1921 Electoral Register Probably Woughton on the Green. NOT Swanbourne 

1939 Register 1939 Register No 21 Cottage, Shenley Church End: Francis, general farm 
labourer, Eleanor (wife) housewife and George E (brother) trimmer 
labourer. 

Marriage  3rd Feb 1913, Buckingham, to Eleanor Rose, she lived 1891 with aunt, uncle 
and cousins Woughton on the Green, in 1901 can’t find and 1911 lodging in 
Woughton on the Green, domestic service. 

Service 10th Dec 1915, cowman and shepherd, married. Private – variously 74544, 
240299, 550277 or 351460. 10th OBLI and Labour Corps. Casualty Westgate 
on Sea, 8th Apr 1918, transfer to Labour Corps. 
Demobbed 15th May 1919 to Woughton on the Green. 

Age/Date of Death Age 100, in 1991 Milton Keynes 

Other Information Children, Gladys Nellie Smith b 16th Feb 1914 Woughton on the Green and 
Francis Joseph Smith b 8th Dec 1915 Woughton on the Green 

 
 

Name SYDNEY William Frederick Edward 

Birth Mid to end of December 1889, Walham Grove (per C1911) or Wood Green 
(per C1901) or Lisson Grove (per baptism), Middlesex. Baptised Westminster 
27th Apr 1891. 

Parents Edward Sydney (1854-1917) and Marian nee xxxxxxxx (1856-1897). 

1891 Census info Age 1, living with parents and sister Marion (age 5) at 270, Duke Street, 
Dennistoun, Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Scotland. They are all born in England.  

1901 Census info Age 11 boarding at High Street, Stewkley with his brother Albert E Sydney 
(age 7) both born in Wood Green, London. They are boarding with members 
of the Willis family. Marian, their mother had died in Hendon, Middlesex in 
1897. Fathers whereabouts not known. 

1911 Census info Age 21, groom or stable help, lodging at Sycamore Farm, Stewkley with 
members of the Willis family. Place of birth given as Walham Grove, London. 
His father can be found lodging at 14, Rosamund Place, Manchester, Lancs. 
He had re-married to Emily nee xxxxxx in 19xx xxxxxxxxxxx. 

1921 Electoral Register Swan Villa, Stewkley 

1939 Register n/a 

Marriage 11th Oct 1920 Swanbourne to Cissie (Cecilia) Rominger (1897-1969) 

Service Lance Corporal 194724 Royal Army Service Corps (RASC). Enlisted 7th Nov 
1915 age 25 years and 11 months. He was previously a chauffeur. He was 
demobbed on 12th Nov 1919 to his home address, Sycamore Farm, 
Stewkley. He was serving in France in August 1917 and from that time until 
discharge he suffered with gastric symptoms. 

Death Died 27th Dec 1932, of Broad View, Chequers Hill, Amersham. Probate £603 
3s to widow Cissie. 

Other Information William and Cissie have two children baptised in Swanbourne: Margaret 
Amy born 2nd Jul 1921 and Frederick James born 26th Mar 1923. Address 
given as Swan Villa, Stewkley.  

 
 
 



Name SYRETT William Thomas (known as Thomas) 

Birth 16th May 1886 Hornchurch, Essex 

Parents Frederick William Syrett (1858-1925) and Sarah nee Chappell (1857-1948) 

1891 Census info Centre of village, Stewkley. William, 4, son (on Census as Thomas) is living 
with his parents, siblings and other family members, five sisters: Elizabeth 
12; Ellen 10; Emily 9; Florence 6 and Annie 2. His aunt Mary Ann Chappell 
(28) and two cousins Ellen 5 and Mary 2 also lived with the family. 

1901 Census info High Street, Stewkley. William, 15, son (again on Census as Thomas), farm 
labourer, is living with his parents and siblings: Nellie (Ellen) 20; Annie 12 
and Minnie 9. 

1911 Census info Bliss’s Cottages, Stewkley. William (Census as Thomas), 24, head, single, 
undergardener is on the Census living with William Harold, brother, 17, farm 
labourer, single. (Where was William in 1901?) 

1921 Electoral Register Norths Hill Farm, Swanbourne. William Thomas and Amy Louisa Syrett are 
registered. 

1939 Register Norths Hill Farm, Swanbourne. William is a dairy farmer. He is living with 
Amy L (wife, b 15 Sep 1881, unpaid domestic duties) Sarah (mother, b 27th 
Mar 1857, widow, unpaid domestic duties) and Richard Wilmore (brother in 
law, 11th Apr 1886, agricultural labourer) 

Marriage 19th Jun 1919 Swanbourne to Amy Louisa Wilmore. He is 33 and living in 
Stewkley and she is 37, of Swanbourne (1881-1963) 

Service Driver 136585 Royal Engineers. Attested 27th Oct 1915, Aylesbury, as born 
Hornchurch, Essex, farm labourer, 29 years 5 months, gardener. Arrived in 
France 6th Apr 1916. Aylesbury Military Hospital 13th Nov 1918 to 14th Jan 
1819, transferred to Napsbury, influenza followed by pneumonia, home 
address High Street, Stewkley, recommended for dispersal 11th Feb 1919. 

Death Died 13th Sep 1966 at 1, Swanbourne Road, Shipton, Winslow. Probate 
£5,033. 

Other Information No children found  

 
 

Name TATTAM Thomas Ralph Stevens 

Birth 22nd Sep 1900, Swanbourne 

Parents John Tattam (1862-1938) and Sarah nee Biggs (1860-1908) 

1901 Census info Deverells Farm, Swanbourne, son, age six months. Lives with father John 
(38, farmer), mother Sarah (45) and Minnie M M Wall (21, servant). 

1911 Census info Age 11, grandson, North Marston, school. Lives with his widowed maternal 
grandmother Sarah Biggs (presumably following his mother’s death in 
1908), and uncle and two aunts. 

1921 Electoral Register Can’t find in Canada, but Thomas travelled to Quebec on the Megantic, 
arriving on 23rd May 1920. He was age 19 and intending to be a farmer. His 
onward destination was to Kincaid, Saskatchewan where he initially worked 
for the Kennedy Lumber Company. He returned to Liverpool after 5½ years 
on 27th Nov 1926. 

1939 Register Living at 38, Heath Road, St Albans, Herts, occupation agricultural tractor 
driver, also Phyllis (wife) born 29th Jul 1903, housewife and dictaphone 
typist. 

Marriage He married Phyllis Evelyn Millicent Olney in 1932 in St Albans, Herts. 

Service Royal Naval Service Reserve DA22545, Rank D.H. Discharged 28th Mar 1919, 
address 38, Heath Road, St Albans, Herts. Scar on left arm and appendix 
scar. 

Death 8th Aug 1974, Aylesbury 

Other Information Phyllis died 1993 Aylesbury Vale. 

 



Name TOFIELD George 

Birth 12th Apr 1896, New Cross, Deptford, Kent 

Parents Richard John Tofield (1853-1914) and Jane nee Randall (1869-1951) 

1901 Census info Living at 11, Falkner Street, Deptford, age 4, with parents (both born 
Stewkley, Bucks) and siblings Willie (6), Emily (3) and Nellie (1). 

1911 Census info By 1911 the family have moved back to Bucks and are living at Coddimore 
Farm, Whaddon, George is 14 and a farm labourer. The family now consists 
of his parents, Richard W (16, presumably Willie), Emily (13), Nellie (11) and 
three younger siblings born since the last Census, Joseph (9), Elizabeth (6) 
and Annie (4). Jane has had ten children, seven are living and three who 
have died. Elizabeth and Annie were born in Whaddon, so they must have 
moved from London between 1902 and 1905. 

1921 Electoral Register Whaddon 

1939 Register By 1939 he is living at Home Farm in Newton Longville. George is a dairy 
farmer and Mary Jane (wife, unpaid domestic duties). There is a redacted 
child, and also George E Hayward, born 22nd Dec 1922 lives there (light farm 
work, poultry). 

Marriage 22nd Apr 1925, Swanbourne to Mary Jane Tofield (1897-1987) 

Service Royal Navy Register of Seaman’s Services states George served from 7th Aug 
1916 to 13th Feb 1919. His first ship was Pembroke and his last was 
Commonwealth. Service No Private/Ordinary Seaman J56820. He had a scar 
on the back of his head.  

Death 7th Dec 1980, of Home Farm, 8, Bletchley Road, Newton Longville 

Other Information Probate  £8,217. His wife Mary Jane was his third cousin (they shared great 
great grandparents George Tofield and Mary nee Kibble). Mary Jane was 
born in Drayton Parslow and lived with her parents in Nearton End, 
Swanbourne in 1911 and 1921. 

 
 

Name TOMPKINS Arthur Leo 

Birth 13th Jan 1893 Botolph Claydon. Baptised 14th Apr 1902, Swanbourne, age 9 

Parents Father Robert Tompkins b 1856 Botolph Claydon, d 1916, New Inn Farm, 
Stowe 
Mother Annie Tompkins nee Shelton b 1862 Leeds, Yorkshire m 1883 
Winslow (record as Skelton), d 19xx xxxxxxxxxx 

1901 Census info Tinkers Hole, Wing, son, age 8: lives with father Robert (46, farm bailiff) 
mother Annie nee Shelton (39) and siblings, Elsie A (17), Robert R (15), Frank 
W (14) and George H (12). Also living there was his grandmother Mary A 
Shelton (70) 

1911 Census info 41, St Johns Street, Bedford, age 18, railway clerk. He is boarding with 
Harry Walter and his three sisters (they are all unmarried). 

1921 Electoral Register Address at marriage Leys, Tamworth 

1939 Register 1939 Register, Edith lives alone, widow, at 75, Promenade, Southport, 
Lancashire and is a private nurse. 

Marriage 10th Jul 1922, Chaddeton, Oldham, Lancs to Edith Harrop, b 16th Sep 1887, 
Hunslet, Leeds, Yorks. She lived with her parents and siblings in Hunslet in 
1891 and Dewsbury in 1901 and 1911. She died 19xx in xxxxxxxxxxx 

Service First: Lance Corporal 12822, Northamptonshire Regiment  
Second: Lieutenant 12822, OBLI 

Death Age 35, d 28th Nov 1928 Newhaven, Sussex 

Other Information Probate: of Hillcrest Outlook Avenue, Peacehaven Heights, Sussex, died 
Newhaven. Effects to widow Edith £361. Is brother to George Hughes 
Tompkins. 

 



Name TOMPKINS George Hughes 

Birth 28th May 1888 Hogshaw. Baptised 14th Apr 1902, Swanbourne, age 13 

Parents Father Robert Tompkins b 1856 Botolph Claydon, d 1916, New Inn Farm, 
Stowe. Mother Annie Tompkins nee Shelton b 1862 Leeds, Yorkshire m 1883 
Winslow (record as Skelton), d 19xx xxxxxxxxxx 

1891 Census info Coppicily? Hill Farmhouse, Main Street, East Claydon age 2. Lives with 
parents, siblings Elsie 7, Robert 5 and Frank 4. Also living there John 
Tompkins (32), his uncle and John Tompkins (16) his cousin. 

1901 Census info Tinkers Hole, Wing, son, age 12, lives with father Robert (46, farm bailiff) 
mother Annie nee Shelton (39) and siblings, Elsie A (17), Robert R (15), Frank 
W (14) and Arthur L (8). Also living there was his grandmother Mary A 
Shelton (70). 

1911 Census info Boarding at 25, Church Street, Fenny Stratford, 22, saddle and harness 
maker. 

1921 Electoral Register Probably Tamworth 

1939 Register 88, Ludgate, Tamworth, upholsterer. Wife Margaret E, unpaid domestic 
duties and three redacted children. 

Marriage 1919 Newport Pagnell to Margaret E Barrs 

Service From 30th Nov 1914, Northampton medical (hammer toes), attested 
Woolwich, 1459, Army Service Corps, address New Inn Farm, Stowe, 
Buckingham, occupation saddler, next of kin father Robert. 154 Company, 
19th Division: train. Served France. Trench fever 18th May to 6th Jun 1918. 
Demobbed 11th Jun 1919 to Moorcott, The Leys, Tamworth, Staffs. 

Death Q3 1946 Birmingham 

Other Information Is brother to Arthur Leo Tompkins 

 
 

Name TURVEY William Edward 

Birth 30th May 1897, Northampton, baptised Swanbourne 11th Jul 1897. 

Parents Edward Charles Turvey (1872-1961) and Sarah Ann Whitbread (1873-1960) 

1901 Census info Son, age 3. Lived at 14, High Street, Bradwell with his parents, sister Mabel  
(1) and his paternal grandfather  

1911 Census info Son, age 13. Lived at 39, Queen Anne Street, Stantonbury, Bradwell with his 
family 

1921 Electoral Register Probably 39, Queen Anne Street, Wolverton 

1939 Register Lived at 39, Queen Anne Street, Wolverton. He is a builder and decorator 
master man also Minnie P (wife) unpaid domestic duties and two children, 
Roy W (born 7th Apr 1926, at school) and the second child is redacted. Also 
living at the house is his mother in law, Susannah Sturgess, born 12th Jun 
1960, unpaid domestic duties. 

Marriage Q4 1924 in Potterspury, Northamptonshire to Minnie Prince Sturgess (1894-
1956) 

Service Royal Navy from 29th May 1916, occupation painter. Served on Pembroke II 
from 29th May 1916 to 15th Aug 1917, then on Crescent(?) from 16 Aug 1917 
to 23rd Apr 1919, demobbed. Ptr II (painter) and ref PIC (or P/C) 376872 

Death 9th Jun 1970 of 39, Queen Anne Street, New Bradwell. He left £5,700 

Other Information Son Roy W (7th Apr 1926) and second child 

 
 

Name VERNEY William Edgar  

Birth 6th Apr 1895, Mursley 

Parents Charles Aston Verney (1871-1949) and Gertrude Eva nee Harding (1871-
1948) 

1901 Census info Age 6, son, Mursley 



1911 Census info Age 16, son, Mursley, Railway Clerk for LNW Railway Co 

1921 Electoral Register n/k, NOT Swanbourne 

1939 Register Manor Farm, Cooks Lane, Mursley, roadman, Bucks County Council, with 
wife Dorothy, unpaid domestic duties and a child Leonard Seymour, dob 7th 
Jan 1927, at school. 

Marriage 4th Nov 1924, Swanbourne to Dorothy Madeline Roads. B 23rd Feb 1896 d 
July 1977, 7 Smithfield End, Swanbourne 

Service Private 1876, then 145946 Northamptonshire Yeomanry. Admitted 19th Oct 
1918 to No. 39 Casualty Clearing Hospital. 

Death 5th May 1948, age 53. Lived Boot Road, Swanbourne, buried Swanbourne 

Other Information Probate, left £313 8s 9d to widow Dorothy. 

 
 

Name WADD William 

Birth 25th Aug 1881, Somerby, Leics. Baptised Somerby, 25th Sep 1881 

Parents William Wadd (1837-19xx) and Mary nee Pollard (1844-19xx) 

1891 Census info William (son, 9 scholar) lives in Pickwell, Melton Mowbray, Leics with his 
parents and siblings: Ada 19, George 17 and Jane 15. 

1901 Census info Boarder, 20, carter, at 17, Molloy Street, Norton, Ecclesall Bierlow, 
Derbyshire to Waterlands family. (C as birth N/K, so not confirmed). 

1911 Census info Lives at 19, Princes Gardens, Mayfair, 27, servant, footman. The household 
consists of three members of the Pilkington family and 11 servants. 

1921 Electoral Register Old House, Mursley Road, Swanbourne  

1939 Register 19, Mursley Road, Swanbourne, butler (to Lord Cottesloe), wife Mary A R 
(dob 2nd Dec 1885, unpaid domestic duties) and Jean M R (daughter, dob 4th 
Jan 1928, school). NOTE: This address is virtually opposite The Old House. 

Marriage 3rd Oct 1925 Dagenham, Essex to Mary Ann Rhoda Stanton (1884-1982)  

Service First: Private 4318 2/1st Bucks Battalion 
Second: Private 266672 4th Reserve, OBLI then 6th OBLI 

Death Q1 1960 19, Mursley Road, Swanbourne, buried 26th Jan 1960, Swanbourne. 

Other Information Daughter Jeanne Mary R (1928-2002) m Leonard Dyke 

 
 

Name WILLIS Henry 

Birth Q4 1892 Swanbourne, baptised 20th Nov 1892 

Parents David William Willis (1859-1923) and Eleanor nee Roads (1871-1948) 

1901 Census info Moved from Swanbourne about 1900 to Lower End, Newton Longville, he is 
age 10 living with parents and siblings: William 10, Ethel M 6, Daisy A 4 and 
Frederick 2. 

1911 Census info The family still live at the same address. Henry is 18 and a farm labourer. He 
lives with his parents and siblings, Ethel 16, Frederick 12 and three younger 
siblings born in Newton Longville, Herbert 9 and twins Dorothy and Albert 4. 

1921 Electoral Register 23, Sandown Road, Rugby 

1939 Register Halton, Ontario, Canada 

Marriage m1 Kathleen Mary Roads on 9th Sep 1918, Winslow (Kathleen was probably 
a relative of his mothers and she died in 1923 in Rugby, Warwickshire). He 
then m2 Olive May Medland on 14th Mar, 1928 in Halton, Ontario, Canada. 
He is 35, a widower and a poultry farmer. Olive is 22 and a cook, she was 
born in Devonport, England in 1906 and died in 1977.  

Service Joined 21st Aug 1914 in Lichfield, electrical engineer. In Machine Gun Corps 
(South Staffordshire Regiment) for three years. Served in Gallipoli and 
Mudros. Private 10924 and 28486. Discharged 5th Mar 1919. 

Death 1975, Ontario, Canada 



Other Information A few months after Kathleen died, Henry travelled to Canada. He departed 
on 15th Mar 1924 from Liverpool on the Montclere arriving in St John, New 
Brunswick, Canada. His occupation is a fitter and he is 31. Henry and Olive 
had a daughter Olive Margaret who died as a baby (born on 10th Oct 1936 
and died on 26th Feb 1937). 

 
 

Name WOOTTON Robert Edward 

Birth 22nd Nov 1886, Cosgrove, Northants 

Parents Frederick Augustus Wootton (1855-1900) and Catherine Elizabeth nee 
Lovesey (1851-1888) 

1891 Census info Robert, age 4, is living at 1, Mansells Houses, Cosgrove, with his widowed father 
(Frederick, 35, general labourer) and siblings Frederick 9, Joseph 8 and Kate 6, they 
are all scholars. Also living at the address is Lizzie Kent, 39, housekeeper.  

1901 Census info By 1901 Roberts father has re-married (to the housekeeper) and he has a half sister. 
They are now living at 1, Paulers Cottages, Cosgrove: Frederick, head, 45, foreman in 
woodyard; Elizabeth, wife, 49 and four children; Frederick 19 apprentice house 
carpenter; Joseph 18 apprentice iron smith, Robert 14 wood chopper and Elsie E 8. 

1911 Census info Robert arrived in Quebec, Canada on 18th Aug 1910, probably immediately after his 
marriage. He had travelled on the Empress of Britain arriving in Detroit, Michigan, 
USA by ferry on 20th Oct 1910. Age 23, wife Caroline Wootton of Swanbourne, last 
permanent residence Walkerville, Ontario, Canada, destination Detroit, Michigan, 
USA. His address in 1911 is probably 1319, 16th Street, Detroit, Michigan, USA. 

1921 Electoral Register Robert and Caroline, although sadly losing their first born Stanley, have had four 
further children by the time of the US Census in 1920. They are living in Ferndale, 
Oakland, Michigan at 945 Emwell Avenue. They are Elsie Linda 8, Gladys Catherine 7, 
Phillis Rose 6 and Gordon Edward 3. 

1939 Register At the time of the US Census in 1940, the family are still living at the same address. 
The older children have left home except for Gordon 24. There are further children 
Robert Alfred 19, Ruth Huanita 18 and Milton Joseph 14. Two other children had 
been born and died Esther Ethel 1923-1923 and Howard Spencer 1928-1930. 

Marriage Robert married Caroline Ash (of Swanbourne) in Potterspury, Northants in Q3 1910. 
(Caroline travelled backwards and forwards between England and North America 
over the next few years, see USA immigrants file for details). Caroline died on 28th 
Nov 1966 in Ferndale, Oakland, Michigan. 

Service Robert is listed on a US WW1 draft registration card dated 5th Jun 1917. He is 31, 
home address Box 225A, Michigan. He is an auto body builder for Ford Motor 
Company at Highland Park. Dependants wife and five children. 
Robert can be found again listed on a US WW2 draft registration card, he is now 55, 
still at 945 Emwell Avenue and still working for the Ford Motor Company at Rouge, 
Dearborn, Wayne, Michigan. 

Death Of Home Farm, Swanbourne, buried 14th Jun 1963. The ‘Report of Deaths of 
American Citizens Abroad’ states he died at Seven Gables Nursing Home, Addington, 
Bucks on 10th Jun 1963. The cause of death was a. Coronary Thrombosis and b. 
Athero Sclerosis. 

Other Information Their eldest son, Stanley Wootton, who had been born 26th Dec 1910 at Hart House, 
Nearton End, Swanbourne (Caroline’s parents house, she and Stanley are there at 
the 1911 Census) sadly died, age just 9 at Ferndale, Royal Oak, Oakland County, 
Michigan on 26th Jan 1920 of pneumonia. 
NOTE: one of their daughters Gladys Catherine Wootton, born Michigan 1913, was 
living in Swanbourne in 1939 and had married Frank Alderman. She is the mother of 
Philip and Stephen Alderman both living in the village today, so Robert was their 
grandfather. 

 
END 30th Aug 2020 


