
Thomas Francis Halford Fremantle 

Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry 

1897 – 1915 

Thomas Francis Halford Fremantle, known as Halford, was born on 20th January 

1897 in Marylebone, London. He was the eldest son of the 3rd Lord and Lady 

Cottesloe, the Hon Thomas Francis Fremantle and Florence Annie Alexandra 

Tapling. In 1901, aged four, he lived in Marylebone with his parents, sister Florence 

aged three (1898) and brother John WH aged one (1900). In 1911 he was a student, 

living at The Old House, Swanbourne with his parents and brothers and sisters, 

Edward (1902), Margaret (1905), Christopher (1907) and Bride (1910). 

He won a scholarship to Eton on 1910, and won prizes for chemistry and English 

verse, as well as representing his school in shooting. Because of the outbreak of the 

war, he left school a year early, joining the Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry in 

September 1914. He was in C Company of the 5th Battalion, where he became a 2nd 

Lieutenant. 

The 5th (Service) Battalion has been formed in Oxford in 

August 1914, as part of the First New Army, and then moved 

to Aldershot to join the 42nd Brigade of the 14th Division. On 

21st May 1915, they mobilised for war, and landed at 

Bologne, becoming engaged in various actions on the 

Western Front, including the Action if Hooge, part of the first 

flamethrower attack by the Germans, and then the Second 

Attack on Bellewaarde (see separate sheet for details). It 

was during this attack that Halford was wounded when a 

shell (a whizz-bang) burst over the trench in which he was 

sheltering. He was injured by schrapnel in the head and 

back, and taken to a hospital in Bologne. 

 

His parents were able to visit 

Halford in hospital (the British Red 

Cross Hospital at Le Touquet), and 

he clung to life for 3 weeks, before 

dying of his wounds on 17th October 

1915. 

He was buried at Etaples Military 

Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. 

http://www.cwgc.org/dbImage.ashx?id=444


A memorial service was held for Thomas Fremantle in Swanbourne on Friday 22nd 

October, 1915, when large numbers of village people turned out to pay their respects 

and offer their sympathy to the grieving members of the Fremantle family. 

 


