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In  dbemoriam.
Second Lieutenant Thomas Francis Halford Fremantle, 5th Oxford and Bucks L. I.,

Eldest son of Colonel the Hon. T. F. and Mrs. Fremantle, of Swanbourne, died in France on
Sunday, October 17, of wounds received through the bursting of a shell in the trenches on
September 25, when he was in charge of his company, of which he held temporary command for
some weeks. He was born on January 20, 1897, and went to Eton in 1910, having won a
scholarship there. He gained the school chemistry prize in 1914, and in 1913, at the age of 16}
years, the Hervey Iinglish Verse Prize. He was for two years in the Eton O. T. C., shot in
the Eton VIII. for the Ashburton Shield at Bisley in 1913 and 1914, and in the latter year
represented the school for the Spencer Cup, in which he gained fourth place among over 30
competitors. He would normally have remained at Eton till July, 1915, but after the war
broke out he left school and joined the New Army in Septeniber, 1914, at the age of 174 years.

On May 20 he went with his battalion to France. His first action was that at Hooge on
June 16, to which the captain commanding his company refers in a letter written on August 29 :
—* He doesn’t know what fear is and is tireless in his duties in the trench. 1 congratulate
you on all he’s done. Half his initiative, pluck, and resource in an older man would be
remarkable, but in a lad of his age it is extraordinary. On June 16, under a veritable hell of
shells, he was quietly reorganizing his platoon in the open when I arrived. He had been
forward and got the lie of the ground and was able to lead the company on from a place where
a protracted halt must have meant heavy casualties.”” Another officer wrote on October 25 :—
¢ We were all so fond of him, and so many had come to rely on his judgment as upon that of a
far older and more experienced person—such was his quality.” A letter from the commanding
officer of his battalion, written just after he was wounded, says:—¢ His conduct all through
has been most gallant, and he has always shown a fearless example to his men.” Itis
understood that his-name was sent in from his regiment with a recommendation for the
Military Cross. In the words of one who knew him intimately at Eton:-—¢ No length of days
could have made him more fit to stand in God’s presence—where he is now, and, indeed, has
always been. He has lived and died nobly, in a way peculiarly his own.” [From “The Times"].

The deep sympathy felt by the parishioners with Colonel and Mrs. Fremantle was shewn
by the large congregation which assembled at the Memorial Service for their son held in

Swanbourne Church, on Friday evening, October 22nd.

Private Nimrod Boughton is reported wounded and missing ; Private H. Davis missing ;
the following are still in hospital but all are reported to be making favourable progress :—
Trooper William Kibble and Private H. Featherstone (wounded); Troopers H. Colgrove,
A. Dancer, |. F. Featherstone (sick). To the names of those already printed in the Magazine

. as serving King and Country should be added—Privates Walter Turvey and Thomas S. Roads
(at present in France), and Private George Leonard who has enlisted in Canada.
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