
The Story of Thomas Adams, gentleman, and his family 
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-Overlord of the Manor of Swanbourne, Bucks 

-Respected land owner and farmer 
-London businessman 

- Father of four 

MURDERED by  
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Swanbourne ghosts – according to the 
websites 







Luton Paranormal Society 
investigations 



Luton Paranormal Society 
investigations 







Evidence contained within St Swithun’sChurch 
monuments 





The East side of the church where Steph had a reaction 



The south door with a strange blue light 



Area Behind Bill's Vigil Position Where He Heard Tapping 



The brass inscriptions within the 
church 

“HERE LYETH BURIED YE BODIE OF THOMAS ADAMS 
OF THIS PARISH YEOMAN AND FREEMAN OF 
LONDON WHOE HAD TO WIFE ELIZABETH & BY HER 4 
CHILDREN VIZ ROBERT AND THOMAS ALICE AND 
JOHAN. HE DEPARTED THIS LIFE YE 17 OF OCTOBER 
1626.” 

 “Behold in him the fickle state of man  
Wch holie David likened to a span 

In prime of youth by bloudy Thieves was 
slaine 

In Liscombe ground his blood ye grasse 
did staine 

O cruel death yet God turns all to best 
For out of misery hee is gone to rest” 

 









Reconstruction of events, Saturday, 17th 
October 1624 at Liscombe, Soulbury, Bucks 



Possible ghost explanations (1) 



Possible ghost explanations (2) 



Possible ghost explanations (3) 
Temperature inversion  

Evening hill fog from temperature inversion occasionally has a 
ghostly appearance. 



Possible ghost explanations (4) 
A combination of Logical and scientific explanations 

The Red Lion Public House 
was next door to the Manor 
House until Victorian times, 
encouraging storytelling and 

drunken hallucinations. 

Excessive storytelling 
would encourage dreams 
which can sometimes be 

mistaken for reality. 

During the 20th Century, most 
of the time the Manor House 
was an Old People's Home.  

People who are ill, old and close 
to death often hallucinate. 

The Green Lady visions were at 
the hill crest where we have a 

local microclimate.   
Temperature inversion can 

cause mist to hold on to the hill 
top in the evenings.  

Three stone buildings 
are close to each other, 

encouraging echoing 
sounds, bouncing off 

their walls, exaggerating 
distant noises. 



Summary - Is there any truth in the 
ghost stories? 

In investigating this story, the factual basis has been examined, and logical 
explanations seem to be most likely.  A detailed examination of the Adams family tree 
has cast new light on the accuracy of the legend, as evidence from family wills show 
that Elizabeth had re-married within two years of the murder.  Her new husband (by 
whom she subsequently had four more children) lived with her at the Manor house.  
  
Eventually, Josias Askew becomes prior Lord of the Manor.  He is the grandson of 
Elizabeth Adams and Thomas Askew.   
 
However, Luton Paranormal Society have conducted field investigations and published 
a report and photographs (which are available through their website) tending to 
support ghost theories. 



Further research in to the history 
of the Adams family 

Summary of the Lords of the Manor of Swanbourne 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Order of Lords of the Manor (with tithes) of Swanbourne 
 
FORTESCUE FAMILY   Sir John Fortescue is cousin of Queen Elizabeth 1.  His  grandson sells in 1624. 
ADAMS FAMILY  Already living in Swanbourne at Adams Farm, John & Thomas purchase joint Overlordship, the Manor House,  
Swanbourne House (the Old House) and extensive lands in 1624. 
ASKEW FAMILY  -  New evidence suggests that after the murder of Thomas Adams (1626), his wife Elizabeth   marries an Askew,  
and their son Josias aquires half of the Overlordship derived from Thomas. 
DEVERILL FAMILY  -  Half of the Overlordship and the Manor House is left to John Deverill in Josias Askew’s will,  in 1750. 
WILLIAMSON FAMILY  - James Adams, the last of the male Adams line dies in 1775 and leaves the Old House and half of the  
Overlordship to be left in the hands of trustees, two nieces and James Adams Williamson, the Great nephew (of James Adam’s wife). 
FREMANTLE FAMILY  -  Purchase of the Old House and 5 acres from the Williamson’s (or their trustees) in 1798.  John Deverill  
sells the Manor House and its lands four years later (1802) which unites the twin Overlordships back to one.  However, there is evidence  
to suggest that some elements of vicarial tithes remained with the Williamsons until 1820. 
 



Sources of information used to deduce the Adams 

Family tree 

 

The monuments in the Church, particularly in the Chancel. 

Parish Records, now fully transcribed, give us dates of key events, namely 
baptisms, marriage banns and deaths, sometimes with extra information 

about an individual. 

Previously published book and newspaper articles.  

Bucks County Archives (at the Study Centre) in Aylesbury.  





Their Manor Houses 

ADAMS FARM (NOW ATHAWES FARM). 
Built on the land of a former  leprous nunnery, probably granted to The Adams family 
in the 16th Century by Queen Elizabeth1. 

THE MANOR HOUSE with manorial 
rights and tithes was built around 1580 
by Sir John Fortescue as his country 
retreat from Salden. Purchased and 
lived in by Thomas Adams, wife 

Elizabeth and their children in 1624.    

THE WHITE HOUSE (NOW THE 
OLD  HOUSE) with manorial 
rights and tithes was purchased 
by John Adams and his wife 
Joanne (Willett) in 1624, who  
lived here with their daughters. 





Robert Adams 





Monuments immediately inside the 
Church 





The 17th Century Time Line 



New information from the will of Robert 
Adams, Bachelor of Physic 



Who was Matthew Adams? 





The Inscription and monument to 
Josias Askew  



James Williamson’s property 
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Summary of the Adams Family Tree 

Lords of the Manor of Swanbourne, 1624-1775 

                

SUSANNA 

ADAMS, 

b.1708 

JOHN 

ADAMS 

1701-1760. 

Married 

1746 

ROBERT 

ADAMS, 

1704-1716 

JOAN 

1699-

1700 

MARY, 

1706-

1725 

ROBERT ADAMS, 

Bachelor of 

Physics; b.1623-

1716 

ELIZABETH 

DEVERILL, d. 

1758 

ROGER ADAMS b. 

1679, of Little 

Horwood, lived in 

the Old Rectory, 

L.H. 

JOHN ADAMS 

(Lutterworth) 

died 1763 

MARY 

ADAMS –

died 1759 

ELIZABETH 

MATTHEW 

–died 1758 

THOMAS 

MATTHEW 

ADAMS 1730-

1750. Died at 

Fort St. 

David’s, India, 

aged 20. 

 

 

AGNES 

ADAMS, 1591-

1658 m.1609 

in Swanbourne 

JOHN 

ADAMS, 

1585-1655 

THOMAS 

ADAMS, 

1596-1626 

ALICE DEVERILL of 

Swanbourne, m. 

1583; d.1645 

ROBERT ADAMS, of 

Swanbourne. 

m.1583 d. 1616 

HUGH 

WILLIAT, 

1588-1656;m. 

1609 of Gt. 

Horwood 

 

JOANNE 

WILLIAT; 

1591- 1636; of 

Gt Horwood 

ALICE 

ADAMS, 

b. 1612   

-1645; 

m. 1632 

ELIZABETH d. 

1676 

THOMAS 

ADAMS 

jnr.1624-

about 1700 

JOHANNE 

ADAMS 

b.1626- 

SUSANNA, MAYNE 

of Hoggeston; 

married 1703; 

lived in the Old 

Rectory, L. 

Horwood 

JAMES 

ADAMS; 

born 

1714, 

died 1775 

AGNES 

ADAMS, 

b.1614,; 

m. 1635 

JOAN 

ADAMS 

1618-

1636 

ALICE 

ADAMS 

b.1625 

THOMAS 

GATTAKER 

(Lawyer) 

MARY 

DEVERILL 

1720-1760 

MATTHEW 

ADAMS  

 

ELIZABETH 

KING, born 

about 1717, 

m. 1751, d. 

1788 

MATHEW 

ADAMS,  

DESCRIBED AS 

BROTHER OF 

ROBERT His will 

gifts his 

property to his 

BROTHER JOHN 

 

WIFE 

 

 

 AT LEAST TWO GENERATIONS OF THE 

WILLIAMSONS LIVE AT CHARLTON HILL 

FARMHOUSE & THE NEIGHBOURING 

PROPERTIES.  WITH THE DEATH OF MARY 

AROUND 1860, THIS IS SOLD TO THE 

FREMANTLES AND THE 5 CHILDREN OF JAMES 

ADAMS WILLIAMSON BENEFIT, MOVING 

AWAY.  SO ENDS THE LAST TRACE OF THE 

ADAMS FAMILY IN SWANBOURNE. 

THOMAS

ASKEW 

RICHARD ASKEW 

1629-1684 

 

WIFE 

JOSIAS 

ASKEW 

1656-1750.  

HE LEAVES 

THE 

MANOR 

HOUSE & 

LANDS TO 

JOHN 

DEVERILL 

KING 

Sister of 

Elizabeth 

ALICE 

STONNEL

L 

ELIZABETH WILLIAMSON, 

m.1751 
SHADRACK WILLIAMSON 

b.1722, Newport Pagnell 

JAMES WILLIAMSON of Soulbury, b. 

1759, m, 1780. SELLS OLD HOUSE & 5 

ACRES TO FREMANTLES, 1798 

ELIZABETH STONE, b. 

1759, Swanbourne, m. 

1780, died 1853 

JAMES ADAMS WILLIAMSON, 

b.1782-1835 

Second 

marriage in 

about 1777 

to THOMAS 

BROOKS, Dr 

of Divinity, 

Swanborne 

HENRY 

STONELL 

? 

MARY WILLIAMSON, born 

1786 (married 1805), d.1860 

5 CHILDREN SURVIVE TO ADULTHOOD; DESCENDANTS ALIVE TODAY, SOME IN AUSTRALIA 

AT LEAST 2 CHILDREN 

AT LEAST TWO GENERATIONS OF 

WILLIAMSONS LIVED AT 

CHARLTON HILL FARMHOUSE & 

THE NEIGHBOURING PROPERTY.  

WITH THE DEATH OF MARY 

AROUND 1860 THIS IS SOLD TO 

THE FREMANTLES TO THE BENEFIT 

OF THE 5 CHILDREN OF JAMES 

ADAMS WILLIAMSON.  SO ENDS 

THE FINAL TRACE OF THE ADAMS 

SUCCESSION IN SWANBOURNE 

DESCENDANTS ALIVE TODAY IN 

ENGLAND, USA & AUSTRALIA 

TODAY 

KEY 

RED = LORDS OF THE MANOR 

       = LIVED IN MANOR HOUSE 

       = LIVED IN OR OWNED 

SWANBOURNE HOUSE (THE OLD 

HOUSE)  

BLUE = WILLIAMSON SUCCESSION 

RICHARD 

CARTER 

ROBERT 

CARTER  

1600-1662 

(previously 

married to 

Elizabeth 

Deverill) 





The 1762 Pre- Enclosure Map 



The End 


