The Story of Thomas Adams, gentleman, and his family
and genealogy......................

-Owverlord of the Manor of Swanbourne, Bucks
-Respected land owner and farmer

-London businessman
- Father of four
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MURDERED by
highwaymen, 1626 AD
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Swanbourne ghosts — according to the
websites
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Swanbourne

Contents -- Click Site Name to view details

General A brief note about the area
St Swithin's Church The ghost of Elizabeth Adams

General

The name of Swanboune derives from the Old English words swana or swan and buma. This
means ‘peasants’ or herdsman's stream’ or ‘swan stream'. In the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle of 792
the village was recorded as Suanabuma. In the Domesday Book of 1086 it is referred to as
Suenebome, Suenebeme, Soenebemo and Sueneberie. In the 2001 Census the parish
population was 466.

In 1873 in Swanbourne there was an agricultural strike which was led by members of the
Primitive Methodist Chapel who were in the National Agricultural Labourer's Union.

St Swithin's Church

Between the old manor house and the church, dedicated to St Swithin, a ghost dressed all in
green can be seen. This is the ghost of Elizabeth Adams who continues to walk the route from
her home to her husband's tomb in the churchyard. Elizabeth Adams was married to Thomas
Adams and bore him four children. Their life seemed ideal until, on 17th October 1626, Thomas
was robbed and murdered by thieves. Elizabeth never got over his death and each evening she
would walk from the manor house where she lived to visit the tomb of her husband. She was
devoted to her children and they kept her alive. As her children grew older she just seemed to
fade away as if she had lost the will to live. Eventually she died and was buried alongside her
husband. Shortly afterwards her ghost made its first appearance and can still be seen today.
Locals say that she is still searching for those responsible for her husband’s death.

To view a map of the area click on the button below
-
To view images see: Swanbourne - St Swithin's Church Album

To view a report about St Swithin's church see: 27-03-2009




Luton Paranormal Society
Investigations

Pre-Vigil
20:52 When walking around the back of the church, Stephanie feels an intense tingling all over as she
walks between the two Celtic cross tombstones beneath the east window.

Vigil 1 - 21:25 to 22:00

For a plan of the site and the vigil locations see the end of this section.

Bill set up a video recorder to record from the southwest corner of the churchyard across the Winslow
Road in the area in which the ghost appears.

21:24 While Steph is setting up her equipment she picks up the name Miriam.
21:25 Steph measures the temperature as 2°C.
21:29 Bill measures the temperature at -1.5°C on the ground and +2°C on the nearby church walls.

21:35 Steph was filming her surroundings, holding the camcorder in her hands. As she finishes
filming she lowers her right arm which is holding the camera and is unable to do so. It feels as if
something is either holding her arm up or preventing her lowering it. After 3 attempts she is
able to lower her arm on to her lap. She runs through the action again to see if her coat could
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Luton Paranormal Society
Investigations

have been caught on anything. If her arm was close to her chest it became caught on the walkie-
talkie aerial in her top coat pocket. She did not think it could be this because as she pulled her
arm down with her coat caught on the aerial, the walkie-talkie presses hard in to her ribs which
she is sure could not have gone unnoticed during the original experience. Also she notes her
arm was not pressed up against her chest, which was required for her coat to catch the walkie-
talkie aerial

Steph hears what sounds like two taps on the church window to her left.
Temperature measured by Bill at O to -1°C on the ground and +2 to +5°C on the walls.

Bill measures the temperature at -1°C on the ground and +4°C on the walls. Ambient measured
with barometer/thermometer +5°C.

Bill hears a sound like ticking coming from high up in the tower,

A rustling sound like that made by clothes is heard by Bill coming from just in front of the
tower to the west.

Bill notes that during this vigil traffic noise was excessive so that it was very difficult to hear
anything apart from the cars.

Bill hears a noise like pebbles hitting metal (several clicks) coming from the direction of the
Mursley Road sign on the opposite side of the road (near the war memorial)

Temperature measured by Bill at -0.5°C on the ground and +5°C on the walls, +4°C with
barometer/thermometer.



INVESTIGATION REPORT

Investigation Site Swanbourne, St Swithin and Varsity Line

Investigation Date | 27th March 2009

22:17 Bill hears four rhythmic taps coming from the east. It appeared to be quite close (less than 4
metres away) just the other side of the tree he was sitting next to.

22:20 Steph notes that the air smells like salty sea air.

22:25 Temperature measured by Bill at -1°C on the ground and +1°C on the walls, +4°C with
barometer/thermometer.

Bill notes that that the large amount of traffic is affecting the vigil both from the noise aspect
but also for the varying light level especially due to cars coming up the hill from the south
which shine straight towards his chosen vigil area.

For this vigil Andy reports that he saw and heard nothing. He also reported that is was very cold where
he was and he was glad to leave the area.

% Bill 2 Vigil No.
% Steph % Bench
% Andy F ilt Camera

Swanbourne Report.doc 3of5 27/03/2010 10:50




The Manor House

I recall an occasion when, during my years as Officer in Charge at the
Manor House, Swanbourne, a ‘ghost’ was seen — and not, apparently, for
the first time....

| had admitted a gentleman for a few weeks relief care. One morning
during his stay he came to the office to report that he had seen a ‘ghost’
the previous night. The apparition, wearing a long black cape and a black
hat, was on the landing, and had walked through the closed bathroom door
then disappeared. Many months later the residents and staff of The Manor
House were moving to a new purpose-built home (Swan House in Winslow)
and all the cupboards, drawers and storage spaces needed to be cleared,
including the cellar where cleaning materials, residents’ suitcases etc. were
kept. In the far corner was a collection of old, unclaimed property including
paperbacks and cards, and amongst these we found a diary belonging to a
resident who had died some years before my appointment. There was little
written in it, but one entry caught our attention - it said “/ saw the ghost
last night, he was dressed in a long black cape and black hat”.....

Ruth Thrower



Evidence contained within St Swithun’sChurch
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The East side of the church where Steph had a reaction




The south door with a strange blue light




Area Behind Bill's Vigil Position Where He Heard Tapping




The brass inscriptions within the
church

“HERE LYETH BURIED YE BODIE OF THOMAS ADAMS
OF THIS PARISH YEOMAN AND FREEMAN OF
LONDON WHOE HAD TO WIFE ELIZABETH & BY HER 4
CHILDREN VIZ ROBERT AND THOMAS ALICE AND
JOHAN. HE DEPARTED THIS LIFE YE 17 OF OCTOBER

1626.”

“Behold in him the fickle state of man
Wch holie David likened to a span

In prime of youth by bloudy Thieves was
slaine

In Liscombe ground his blood ye grasse
did staine

O cruel death yet God turns all to best
For out of misery hee is gone to rest”



The grave and brass inscriptions of Thomas
& Elizabct}‘n Aclams in 5t.5wit}1un's C}mrclm
Swanbourne, Bucks

Butchers Livery Company
of London - Coat of Arms.

Thomas Adams is on the
left in this oblique view.

Elizabeth is on the right.
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Figures representing their four children;

. ' two boys on the left and two girls on the

right. All have faces similar to Thomas.
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Reconstruction of events, Saturday, 17t
October 1624 at Liscombe, Soulbury, Bucks




Possible ghost explanations (1)

Supernatural explanation

The spirit of
Elizabeth Adams is
unable to rest

The spirits of Adams The Spirit of Thomas

descendant children killed :
by the small pox in latter Adams is unable to

years are unable to rest rest




Possible ghost explanations (2)

Pseudo-Scientific Explanation

Limestone and plaster might act as a
kind of tape recorder of events which
may “play back” images and sounds
through susceptible people. The latter
are often older people or teenage girls.




Possible ghost explanations (3)
Temperature inversion

Evening hill fog from temperature inversion occasionally has a
ghostly appearance.




Possible ghost explanations (4)
A combination of Logical and scientific explanations

The Red Lion Public House
was next door to the Manor
House until Victorian times,
encouraging storytelling and

drunken hallucinations.

Three stone buildings
are close to each other, Excessive storytelling
encouraging echoing would encourage dreams
sounds, bouncing off which can sometimes be
their walls, exaggerating mistaken for reality.
distant noises.

The Green Lady visions were at
the hill crest where we have a
local microclimate.
Temperature inversion can
cause mist to hold on to the hill
top in the evenings.

During the 20th Century, most
of the time the Manor House
was an Old People's Home.
People who are ill, old and close
to death often hallucinate.




Summary - Is there any truth in the
ghost stories?

In investigating this story, the factual basis has been examined, and logical
explanations seem to be most likely. A detailed examination of the Adams family tree
has cast new light on the accuracy of the legend, as evidence from family wills show
that Elizabeth had re-married within two years of the murder. Her new husband (by
whom she subsequently had four more children) lived with her at the Manor house.

Eventually, Josias Askew becomes prior Lord of the Manor. He is the grandson of
Elizabeth Adams and Thomas Askew.

However, Luton Paranormal Society have conducted field investigations and published
a report and photographs (which are available through their website) tending to
support ghost theories.



Further research in to the history
of the Adams family

Summary of the Lords of the Manor of Swanbourne

Order of | ords of the Manor (with tithes) of Swanbourne

]:OKTE_SCUE ]:AM]LY SirJohn ]:ortcscue is cousin of Quccn E_Iizabeth f. His grandson sellsin 1624

ADAMS ]:AM”___Y Alrcady living in Swanboumc at Aclams ]:arm, John & Thomas Purchascjoint Ovcrlordship, the Manor Housc,
Swanbourne House (the Old [House) and extensive landsin 1624-.

ASKEWFAMILY - New evidence suggests that after the murder of T homas Adams (1626), his wife E_lizabcth marries an Askew,
and their son Josias aquires half of the Ovcrlordshi derived from T homas.

D]_:__VE_R]LL ]:AMH_Y ~ HaIF of the OvcrlorclsEiP and the Manor [Jouse is left to John Dcvcri” in _Josias Askew’s wi”, int750.
WILL]AMSON ]:AM]LY - James Adams, the last of the male Adams line diesin 1 775 and leaves the Old House and half of the
Owcrlorc!shi to be leftin the hands of trustees, two nieces and James Adams Wi"iamson, the Great nePhew (ochamcs Aclam's wi)ce).
FKEMA TLE FAMILY - Purchase of the Old House and 5 acres from the Williamson’s (or their trustees) in 1 798. John Deverill
sells the Manor [ouse and its lands Fourycars later (1802) which unites the twin Ovcr‘ordships back to one. However, there is evidence
to suggest that some elements of vicarial tithes remained with the Wi”iamsons until 1820.




Sources of information used to deduce the Adams

Family tree

The monuments in the Church, particularly in the Chancel.

Parish Records, now fully transcribed, give us dates of key events, namely
baptisms, marriage banns and deaths, sometimes with extra information
about an individual.

Previously published book and newspaper articles.

Bucks County Archives (at the Study Centre) in Aylesbury.



Starting to reconstruct the Adams family tree.....

ROBERT ADAMS, of ALICE DEVERILL of
Swanbourne. Swanbourne, m.
m.1583 d. 1616 1583; d.1645
l Y l
AGNES ADAMS, HUGH WILLIAT, JOHN ADAMS, JOANNE THOMAS ELIZABETH d.
1591-1658 1588-1656;m. 1585-1655 WILLIAT; 1591- ADAMS, 1596- 1676
m.1609 in 1609 of Gt. 1636; of Gt 1626
Swanbourne Horwood Horwood (Sister
(Brother of of Hugh)
Joanne)




Their Manor Houses

S0 TR TN ; " THE WHITE HOUSE (NOW THE

\ 5\ OLD  HOUSE) with manorial

) . \\ e 3 y rights and tithes was purchased

THE MANOR HOUSE with manorial . .. PO\ Vo~ » by John Adams and his wife

rights and tithes was built around 1580 B L P ~ ~ Joanne (Willett) in 1624, who
by Sir John Fortescue as his country | 4 A e IR s S W . lived here with theirdaughéers.

retreat from Salden. Purchased and =t W
lived in by Thomas Adams, wife =
Elizabeth and their children in 1624.

ADAMS FARM (NOW ATHAWES FARM).
Built on the land of a former leprous nunnery, probably granted to The Adams family

in the 16t Century by Queen Elizabeth1.
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Monuments immediately inside the
Church

John Adams of Lutterworth by his lalt Will ordered this Monument tobe erected
16 the Memory of
Robert Adams and Flizabeth s Wife by whom he had two Sons and two Daugh\,crs
John who married Mary Daughter of Wilhiam Deverel Gent: died without I{fue
Robert Joan and Mary who all died unmarried
Macthew Brother of Robert Adams married Sufanna Daug?” of Roger Adams of Litde Horwood
by whom he had two Sons and one Daughter-
Matthew who died unmarried
Mary married to Thomas Gattaker Attorney at Law died without {ue
John who fettled at Lutterworth in the County of Leicefter died s May 5763
He married Flizabeth Daught.er of "Thomas Matthew
of Daventry in the County of Northampton Banker
by whom he had one Son Thomas R/latthew
who died in the 20" Year of his Age
| at Fort St Davids in the Eaft Indies
| and was buried in the Englith burying Ground there

' Elizabeth the Wife of John Adams died 28 March §758.



SACRED
To the Memory of
JAMES ADAMS, buf;
Tiord of this manor.
He was the laft furviving Son

Of the late ROGER A DAMS, Gent:,

And SUSANNA his Wife
Of Lattle-Horwood in this County:;
His mortal Remains
JI.1e interred near this Place.
He exchanged this Life
For a better, Oct® the 5?’,..1775,

Aged é9 Years.




The 17t Century Time Line

1626 Murder Elizabeth, wife of Thomas, lives in the Manor House until her death. John purchases the Rectory, Little Horwood
of Thomas and lives there. Josiah Askew acquires the Manor House and is joint lord with the Adams family until 1750
1624 1643 1678 1750 1775 1798
oy I I !
= } Sons John 7 %arge A RObe# . John Deverill + + T :

1600 and Thomas | Houses fire Adams of 1700 receives Josiah James Adams, last 1800
1600 Robert purchase the | damaged by Z::;:’boe‘;";: Askew’s half local male heir, dies. Ihoiiias Eremantie
Adams aiid wife joint Royalists in “maimed overlordship in Jame’s will has the Old purchases the Old
Alice Deverill live Lordship of Civil War soldier” Askew’s will, House placed in trust House, and 5 acres
at Adams Farm Swanbourne including the Manor for female relatives

with 3 children

House & land

until no longer needed.




New information from the will of Robert
Adams, Bachelor of Physic
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Who was Matthew Adams?
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The Inscription and monument to
Josias Askew
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Starting to reconstruct the Adams family tree.....

ROBERT ADAMS, of
Swanbourne.

ALICE DEVERILL of
Swanbourne, m.

il

m.1583 d. 1616 1583; d.1645
A 4 l l
AGNES ADAMS, HUGH WILLIAT, JOHN ADAMS, JOANNE THOMAS ELIZABETH d.
1591-1658 1588-1656;m. 1585-1655 WILLIAT; 1591- ADAMS, 1596- 1676
m.1609 in 1609 of Gt. 1636; of Gt 1626
Swanbourne Horwood Horwood (Sister
(Brother of of Hugh)
Joanne)
George Hugo
Williat, 1642- Willett of born
1707 1624, Little
born/died in Horwood;
Great buried in v THOMAS
Horwood,Ha Swanbourne, ADAMS #
dason 1679 JOAN AGNES ALICE jnr.1624-
Newman Williat’s Hill ADAMS ADAMS, ADAMS, b. BB ROBERT -
Williat, off Station 1618-1636 b.1614,; m. 1612 - 1700 ADAMS,
JOHANNE

awarded land Road may be 1635 1645; m. Bachelor ADAMS
in named after 1632 of Physics; b.1626 \ 4
Swanbourne him Married Married b.1623- ALICE
at the 1763 RICHARD ';2:::; 1716 ADAMS
Enclosure CARTER AEO0EED b.1625

(previously

married to

Elizabeth

Deverill)




5ummarg of the Adams f:amilg j

rec

ords of the Manor of Swanbourne, 1624-1775

ROBERT ADAMS, of

Swanbourne.
m.1583 d. 1616

Swanbourne, m
1583; d.1645

ALICE DEVERILL of

A
v v
HUGH AGNES JOANNE
=
WILLIAT, ADAMS, 1591- JOHN WILLAT: = THOMAS ELIZABETH d. THOMAS
1588-1656;m. 1658 m.1609 iy 1676 ASKEW
; 2 . ADAMS, 1591- 1636; of ADAMS,
1609 of Gdt. in Swanbourne 1585-1655 Gt Horwood 1596-1626 [
Horwoo
RICHARD ASKEW WIFE J
+ + + 1629-1684
DESCENDANTS ALIVE TODAY IN
ENGLAND, USA & AUSTRALIA JOAN RICHARD AGNES ROBERT ALICE * “
ADAMS CARTER ADAMS, e sa ADAMS, l l l
1618- b.1614,; (previously b. 1612 er A
1636 m. 1635 married to -1645; AN M ELIZABETH -
Elizabeth m. 1632 ROBERT ADAMS, DEVERILL, d.
Peverilll ADAMS Bachelor of 1758 ADAMS
jnr.1624- Physics; b.1623- b.1626-
WIFE about 1700 1716 -
. A 4
ALICE
v Aoaws
SUSANNA, MAYNE . 3 1625
of Hoggeston; ROGER ADAMS b.
married 1703; 1679, of Little
L Horwood, lived in
lived in the Old the Old Ractor ? * + * * v
Rectory, L. v
LH. JOSIAS
Horwood JOHN ROBERT JOAN MARY, ASKEW
MARY ADAMS ADAMS, 1699- 1706- 1656-1750.
MATHEW DEVERILL
ADAMS, 17201760 1701-1760, 1704-1716 1700 1725 HE LEAVES
. THE
DESCRIBED AS Married
BROTHER oF J . € MANOR
e ELIZABETH JAMES SUSANNA ROBERT His will 1746 HOUSE &
sister of KING, born ADAMS; gifts his LANDS TO
about 1717, ADAMS, roperty to his
Elizabeth e a born property o i JOHN
1788 1714, b.1708 ‘ DEVERILL
died 1775
second v l v
martisge in JOHN ADAMS ELIZABETH ATTHEW
about
MARY
0 THOMAS (Lutterworth) MATTHEW THOMAS ADAMS KEY
BROOKS, Dr died 1763 —died 1758 ADAMS — GATTAKER
of Divinity, died 1759 (Lawyer) _
swanborne [ I RED = LORDS OF THE MANOR
- +
THOMAS 0 = LIVED IN MANOR HOUSE
MATTHEW
ADAMS 1730- %
1750. Died at =LIVED IN OR OWNED
ALICE HENRY Fort St.
STONNEL pavid's, India, SWANBOURNE HOUSE (THE OLD
aged 20. HOUSE)
AT LEAST 2 CHILDREN v
ELIZABETH WILLIAMSON, SHADRACK WILLIAMSON BLUE = WILLIAMSON SUCCESSION
m.1751 b.1722, Newport Pagnell
* AT LEAST TWO GENERATIONS OF
WILLIAMSONS LIVED AT
JAMES WILLIAMSON of Soulbury, b. ELIZABETH STONE, b CHARLTON HILL FARMHOUSE &
1759, m, 1780. SELLS OLD HOUSE & 5 1759, Swanbourne, m. THE NEIGHBOURING PROPERTY.
ACRES TO FREMANTLES. 1798 1780. died 1853 WITH THE DEATH OF MARY

4

JAMES ADAMS WILLIAMSON,
b.1782-1835

AROUND 1860 THIS IS SOLD TO
THE FREMANTLES TO THE BENEFIT
OF THE 5 CHILDREN OF JAMES
ADAMS WILLIAMSON. SO ENDS
THE FINAL TRACE OF THE ADAMS
SUCCESSION IN SWANBOURNE

MARY WILLIAMSON, born
1786 (married 1805), d.1860

2

5 CHILDREN SURVIVE TO ADULTHOOD; DESCENDANTS ALIVE TODAY, SOME IN AUSTRALIA
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The 1762 Pre- Enclosure Map




The End
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